SUMMARY:  FARMERS BRANCH-CARROLLTON AAUW HISTORY

September 13, 1974 twelve women from the Carrollton/Farmers Branch area of North Texas gathered in the home of Anna Clewlow.  They came in response to an article in the local newspaper regarding the formation of a local branch of the American Association of University Women.  Polly Orcutt, state President of AAUW presided. Several of the women had previously been members in other locations, including Anna Crowder, AAUW State Consultant.  Temporary officers were elected to function while Bylaws were drawn up and an AAUW Charter was secured:  Chairperson, Carla McGee, Secretary, Janet Keating, and Treasurer, Edie Romaine.  Grace Greenwood, Ann Zwald and Mary Chris Grunnah agreed to work on Bylaws.  A nominating committee composed of Dr. Janice Bagley, Micki Canterbury, Janet Keating, Jean Labo and Jan Mayberry would prepare a slate of officers.

By December of 1974 the Farmers Branch-Carrollton, Texas Branch of the American Association of University Women was fully chartered under the leadership of their first permanent officers:  President Dr. Janice Bagley, Program Vice-President Grace Greenwood, Membership Vice-President Jan Mayberry, Recording Secretary Carla McGee, Corresponding Secretary Janet Keating, Treasurer Edie Romaine.

Many of the twenty-six women who now made up the local branch already were community leaders. With the experience and organizational know-how of the AAUW, the women lost no time in joining the movement to pass the Equal Rights Amendment. Even though Texas ratified the ERA in 1974, the W.W.W.W. (Women Who Want to be Women) were launching a strong effort to have it rescinded.

 The Farmers Branch-Carrollton group was never a single-issue group.  Many of their Interest Areas became launching pads for action.  Concern for the Earth translated into a prominent public push for recycling in Farmers Branch spearheaded by Carol Dingman.  Concern for the Community and Women’s Legal Status in Texas inspired many members to become involved in civic affairs and even to run for public office. They sat on city boards, school and theater boards, Trustees for the local Chamber of Commerce and the Dallas County Community College District. Carol Dingman became a member of the Farmers Branch City Council.  Carla McGee would eventually become an Assistant Superintendent of Schools and Dallas County Community College Trustee.

One of the proudest accomplishments of this Branch in those early years was its heavy involvement in the location of Brookhaven Community College.  Edie Romaine and Carol Dingman worked especially hard and effectively.  Edie was encouraged by this experience to successfully run for Trustee of the Carrollton-Farmers Branch School Board. Edie was the first and only woman on the Board.  Others would later follow her example, such as, Mary Hebert and Nancy Strictland. Currently we have many members who are from the Brookhaven staff, including its President.

AAUW members from the local area have been and continue to be showered with public honors.

Our first President, Dr. Janice Bagley, former Director of AAUW Child Development Center in West Texas, was chosen for Who’s Who among Young American Women, elected to Kappa Gamma Phi, and to the Board of the local Chamber of Commerce.  Jan Mayberry was chosen Outstanding Science Teacher for the School District in 1974.  Many other members over the years have distinguished themselves in the field of Education and in Business.  We are especially proud of Delryn Fleming, who, in 2002, was named Outstanding Community College Teacher at the local, state, and national levels.  In 1978 Janet Keating was one of ten Dallas Area women to be honored as an Outstanding Homemaker by The Dallas Times Herald newspaper. Janet was also the first to receive the Outstanding Woman Award from her local Branch.

Over the years the Farmers Branch/Carrollton AAUW has tried many different types of fund raising activities in support of their local scholarships and Association projects.  Some of them include Style Show/Brunches, Tour of Homes, original Cookbooks, selling bread and crafts at the Carrollton Country Fair, Used Book Sales, Silent Auctions, Raffles, etc. 

 These efforts have been surpassed only by their community service.  When these dedicated, talented women saw a need, they organized to try to meet it.  This generous spirit produced a manual of available social services in the Carrollton, Farmers Branch, Coppell and Addison areas.  Moderating political candidate forums soon followed.  For more than ten years now, thanks to Delryn Fleming, Dr. Julie Moore, DDS, Mary Lovell, Anahita Sidhwa, Janet Restivo, Peggy Biegler, and many other members and Associate members from Brookhaven College, AAUW has put on a Saturday conference for Middle School girls on Careers in Math and Science.  It has become so successful that it is now a permanent part of the Carrollton/Farmers Branch ISD’s annual calendar.

In this year of  2005, another local AAUW member was spotlighted in our community.  Nancy Watten, one of our veterans, was forced to retire from the Carrollton/ Farmers Branch I.S.D. after thirty years as a Kindergarten teacher at Janie Stark Elementary School.  Kidney failure and an imminent transplant caused this separation from her beloved students. The Mayor of  Farmers Branch declared March 16, 2005 “Nancy Watten Day”.  Every staff person at the school wore red and white t-shirts that said. “Nancy Watten Day”, even the janitor and cafeteria ladies. The Superintendent told those assembled to honor Nancy that she was always a courageous and tireless advocate for children.  When Nancy complained about something that needed to be changed, she always came with a suggested solution.  Over the years Nancy had received every honor that the local and state PTA had to offer.  It is not all that surprising when you consider that she had been on the PTA Board for forty-two years, since her children had attended Janie Stark.  The Principal of the school announced that the Kindergarten wing of their soon-to-be new school would be called “Watten Way”.

The Farmers Branch/ Carrollton Branch of the American Association of University Women has always been and continues to be an outstanding group of community leaders.

Respectfully submitted, Janet Gelineau Keating, President

