
HISTORY OF AMARILLO BRANCH AAUW , TEXAS 

1923 - 2005

On Friday morning, October 12, 1923 at 10:00 a.m., a small group of women, college graduates, braved a blinding snow storm to organize the Amarillo Branch of the American Association of University Women in the Potter County Library. The Amarillo Branch with 18 National Charter Members and 8 local and associate members became the sixth AAUW branch in Texas.  Mrs. Earl G. Wyatt (Charlotte) was the founder as well as the first branch president.  Dues were $3.00.  Four study groups were established---Pre-school, International Relations, Dramatics, and Elementary Education.

ACHIEVEMENTS 

1923-1929 


Having no AAUW state division, the existing Texas branches organized the Texas State AAUW Division in 1926 with Amarillo’s Charlotte Wyatt as the treasurer.


A scholarship fund was established for high school Senior girls in the Texas Panhandle area to attend college.  The first scholarship checks were written for senior girls in 1926 


A study of the educational needs of the pre-school age child was made, followed with a survey of 2000 kindergarten age children resulting in the establishment of the Amarillo Day Care Center for needy children.


The Branch assisted West Texas State Teachers College in becoming recognized by AAUW on a national level..


A Historical-Pictorial Map of the Texas Panhandle before 1890 was designed and 1000 copies printed to sell for funding fellowships and scholarships.

1930-1939

 A study  on educational  needs of rural schools  resulted in the donation of 24 volumes of books, different grade levels, to each of  9 county schools; the beginning of a circulating library; and the donation of monthly leading magazines and periodicals for rural school children to take home to read and cut out pictures for activities.


The Child Welfare Study group trained volunteers, helping at the Amarillo Day Care Center, in pre-school education .


Legislative issues studied and supported for improvement were Child Labor, Adoption, and Juvenile Delinquency.

1940-1949 
. 


Members volunteered in the following World War II efforts:  Red Cross, 

Gray Ladies, rolling bandages and surgical dressings, sewing, collecting books for the military, assisting with the Bond Drive, Civil Defense, USO activities, and providing

 free lunches for needy children.


After the war, the Amarillo Branch was an advocate for the United Nations.


 They sponsored story hours for minority children; supported a home for delinquent girls; and sponsored a Girl Scout troop for Mexican girls. 


The Branch Bylaws were revised to include the National AAUW affirmation that female college graduates of all races are eligible for membership.

1950-1959


Conducted a “first” workshop in Texas discussing “Today’s Education-Tomorrow’s World; Women’s Status and Responsibilities in Today’s World; and 

The American Citizen and the United States.”


Membership grew to 400 and nine study groups were established.


AAUW Branch provided the Amarillo Public Libraries with their first Bookmobile.

1960-1969

A donation of  $1,000 was given to the Amarillo Public Libraries; assistance         given at the Potter County Detention Home; money raised for the Children’s Rehabilitation Center; and lobbying done for women’s issues.


The Honoraria Fund established in 1960 was changed in 1966 to The Charlotte Howe Wyatt Honorarium in honor of Mrs. Earl Wyatt for her outstanding service to the Branch, the State, and the Association.  The funds would be available for use only by the local membership to further their education, preferably to work on a doctorate.


A second printing of 1000 copies of the Historical Map of the Texas Panhandle was made in1960 to support the Education Foundation.  In 1966 the sale profits were deposited for use in the Charlotte Howe Wyatt Honorarium Scholarship fund.

1970-1979 


Amarillo Branch participated in the Bi-Centennial Celebration by the presentation of “100 Years of Fortune and Fashions”.  Members wrote the script and modeled the fashions. The proceeds were given to the Discovery Center, an education science center   for the public..                                                                                                             


  A History of “Pioneer Families of Amarillo” was researched and recorded by members and presented to the Amarillo School District for historical use. 


Passage of Title IX prohibiting sex discrimination in schools receiving federal funds was supported. Topic studies were domestic violence, suicide prevention and the use of drugs.

            The Branch helped establish the Library Families of the Year awards given annually to a family from each Amarillo Library based on their usage of the library. 

1980-1989 


Amarillo Branch sent two delegates to the 100th AAUW Birthday Celebration Convention in Boston, Mass., its birth place, where 70% of the Association funds and staff time were committed to action for equity for women in America.


A District Conference with nine towns represented was held with Association President Mary Grefe as speaker.


The Amarillo City Commission presented a proclamation to the Amarillo AAUW declaring March 14 - March 20, 1982 as AAUW Week for the many contributions made to the City of Amarillo in previous years.


Two outstanding seminars funded by AAUW Association grants were

co-sponsored with Amarillo College:



  The first seminar in 1984, MOVING WOMEN INTO POLICY MAKING POSITIONS, helped raise women’s understanding of the importance of being involved in the policy making process of governing  their community, state, and nation and of serving on boards and commissions, and running for office.  The seminar resulted in helping to organize  the Women’s Forum, Amarillo Area, a  vital organization functioning in today’s 21st Century; and to revive the West Texas State University‘s program of honoring achievements of outstanding women in the Panhandle area.



The second seminar in 1987, THE CHOICE IS YOURS, helped women become aware of and identify options available to them; to develop decision making skills and to make positive choices, thus increasing a sense of self worth.  Our speaker was Dr. Guadalupe Quintanille,  Asst. Vice President for Academic Affairs, Univ. of Houston,  Her outstanding success in today’s world seems an impossibility when one hears the story of her early life.  Ninety-two (92) women from 10 towns in the Panhandle attended.  About ¼ were Hispanic.  A result of this seminar was that the Amarillo Hispanic community had Dr. Quintanilla as keynote speaker for their  1989 Fiesta.  Her

talk was EMPOWERING THROUGH EDUCATION.


Membership was opened to men.  Amarillo had one male member for two years.

1990-1999 


Amarillo AAUW  received the Texas State Visibility Award (1993-94) and the Five Star Award from the Association (1995).


1993-95 President Pan Eimon brought recognition to the Branch by authoring  a 

Resolution asking the U.S. to pay its UN Dues. 

    Eimon , also, created a statement for the United Nations 4th World Conference on Women in Beijing, l995, which made world headlines.


A study group, Discover Amarillo, organized by Eimon, introduced the Branch to

outstanding city leaders. Becoming successful, the study group became the AWESOME GROUP and  now meets monthly with professional and civic leaders to hear about their careers and leadership responsibilities.




Three copies of “Transformations”, a video series developed for middle-schools  


on how Math & Science concepts are used in businesses were purchased from the 


 Univ. of Nebraska and given to the Amarillo Schools, Catholic Schools, and  


 Region XVI for use in Panhandle area schools.

2000-2005



April, 2000 Texas AAUW Convention was hosted by the Amarillo Branch.


 A Strategic Planning Workshop for Board members was conducted by Jackie Littleton, State Board member. Five-year goals were set by officers and standing committee chairs with ways to reach and evaluate them.


LAF ( Legal Advocacy Fund) became an important concern of the Branch in funding; publicity (positive and negative);job security for members not involved but working for the establishment being sued by two Branch members for harrassment and discrimination; and what kind of support to give for the members suing.


Three delegates attended the Texas-New Mexico State Convention in El Paso,  first joint effort by both states


Branch Bylaws were revised and the first Standing Rules/Policy Statement was written and accepted .


Work continues on funding the Education Foundation and the following scholarships established by the Branch: Amarillo College AAUW Scholarship for Adult Continuing Education Students (1994); Ruby Lee Smith/AAUW Scholarship for history majors at West Texas State A&M University; and Charlotte Howe Wyatt Honorarium for Branch members (1963).
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