Galveston Branch-AAUW

Herstory 1938-2004

The Galveston Branch of AAUW had its first meeting on May 18,1938.  

Charlotte Cornell was elected as president with 22 charter members 

present.  Their dues were $3.00 and they met at the Jean LaFitte Hotel. 

  Several letters were found in the scrapbook  from the National AAUW 

President welcoming and encouraging the new group.

Consumer Education, Peace, the World of Women and Fellowships were 

topics of study.

($25 was raised to send in for the Fellowship Fund.)  Early meetings 

were held in homes , YWCA and the Jean LaFitte Hotel.

By 1941 the Galveston Branch of AAUW was sponsoring the Clare Tree 

Major Children’s Theater  when it toured the state and came to 

Galveston with its production.  A Poster Contest for school children 

was held to advertise the production.  Members sold tickets, ushered, 

and advertised the plays.

As wartime in Europe had started, there was much discussion about 

British Children being cared for by AAUW members.  FBI in wartime was 

studied.   In 1945, AAUW once more sponsored the traveling children’s 

theater  groups for school children.  “Peter  Pan” was the subject of 

that years poster contest.

The Texas State AAUW Convention was held in Galveston at the Galvez 

Hotel in 1951.    In 1957, AAUW Galveston Branch sponsored a talk by 

author Lewis Lordyhes on his book, “The Truth About Texas.”  It was 

held in the Dominican Library with the admission being $1.00 benefiting 

the Fellowship Fund.

“Gifted Children” was the topic in 1957 for the Branch.  Lead by one of 

our many educators, it was well received and later became a program of 

our public schools.

In 1958, the 20th Anniversary for the Branch was celebrated with 7 

Charter Members present.   The President of Galveston Branch was then 

Dr. Johanna Blumel, a UTMB researcher and an internationally know 

geneticest whose career was cut short by cancer in 1962.  Since she had 

been our President 1957-1961, the membership decided that a fitting 

tribute and continuing memorial to Dr. Blumel  would be a scholarship 

to give Financial

Aid to a woman student at the University of Texas Medical Branch at 

Galveston at the Spring Honors Convocation.  The first award was given 

in 1963.  (Money was  raised by Rummage Sales, Bridge Groups and 

special donations.)  When Dr. Blumel’s mother died our fund grew 

considerably and we were able to turn it over to the UTMB for 

investment as “The Johanna Blumel Memorial Scholarship Fund”, the 

interest  from which is now used as the award.  The award has gone from 

$50-$1000 over the years. ( Several years later, the Galveston Branch 

was approached by the awards committee at UTMB to change the award to 

be given to male or female but we decided that we were not that 

diverse.)

Galveston Branches interest in childrens theater grew to a study group 

lead by members.

Our thespians put on an original “Winnie the Poo” with members as 

actors and directors for the benefit of the school children and to 

raise Fellowship Fund monies.   In July of that same year, “Cinderella” 

was performed with the help of a local dance studio.

In 1965 dues were raised to $7.50.  The study group on International 

Relations performed a play about India.  It was a fun time-our star 

actor was in her 80’s.  Our Bridge Group moved to meeting in the 

Clubhouse at Menard Park.  Study Groups on Foreign Affairs, Economic 

Conditions, and Nature and Wildlife continued.  Members headed  the 

Readiness Roundup  which was developed to assist parents in helping 

their children to prepare for the school year ahead in Kindergarten.

A source of scholarship money was supporting the Y’s Thrift Shop.  

Various members homes were dropping off places for the clothing and 

other donations.  The Holiday Auction began to raise Fellowship  Fund 

money.  This is still continuing—original work of our artist members, 

crafts, plants etc. are auctioned to our members and visitors.

A Used Book Sale was held downtown for several years in front of a 

local store.  This became so popular that it was later assumed by the 

Friends of Rosenberg Library for their yearly fund raiser,

A Tea was held  to welcome our Sister City- Nigata, Japan’s Mayor, by 

our International Relations Group.  AAUW continued to be active in city 

interests with members running for school board, PTA offices and city 

council.  Our Bird Watching Group took a week-end field trip to Corpus 

Christi.

Two of our members were honored at the Chamber of Commerce Banquet-Sr 

Citizen Dr Rose Schneider, a international known researcher at UTMB  

and Jr. Citizen Mary Boggs a school board member.  They were both 

nominated by AAUW for this honor.

In 1974, AAUW sponsored an “Anti-Litter Poster Contest” among the  

school children with a savings bond being given as a prize.  This was 

so popular that it continued for many years with the posters being hung 

in the Rosenberg Library.  AAUW sponsored along with the Galveston 

Daily News a workshop for womens groups publicity chairman.

In 1975, AAUW nominated the winner of the  Mother of the Year Contest 

for Galveston County.  Sylvia Moore was selected for this honor.

1976, found AAUW doing a survey of the Ball High School’s 1972 

graduates asking about their goals, marital status and other questions 

that the Counselor thought informative.  We compiled the results and 

gave them to the Counselors. Years later, we decided to poll  another 

year in the same way.   The results were not as forthcoming the 2nd 

time we tried it.  In 1978, we sponsored ads in the local paper 

informing the city about the need for Substitute Teachers in the public 

schools.  We presented our results to GISD.

When Island Elementary School was enlarged and rebuilt, it was renamed 

“GladnieO Parker Elementary  School” after AAUW member and its 

principal GladnieO Parker due to the friends and members of AAUW in 

this community.  Later in 1988, another AAUW member and Ball High 

Chemistry Teacher, Greta Oppe was honored with the new,“Greta Oppe 

Elementary School”.

The Scrapbooks for AAUW from 1938 thru the 1980’s were placed in the 

Rosenberg Library, Special Collections Dept. for safe keeping and 

further use by future members.

A new Study Group with an International Flavor was formed one year.  

Each meeting a different country was studied with the hostess preparing 

food of that country or a guest speaker showed us how to prepare some 

special treat.  Recipes were shared.  Women and Technology was another 

group study using AAUW’s “Tech Savy” as our guide.

In addition to our regular meetings,  we have sent people to the 

National AAUW meetings in Houston and in Providence.  We support the 

Inter Branch Council and have made baskets to be auctioned at the State 

convention for the Legal Advocacy Fund.  We raise money for the 

Fellowship  Fund of AAUW via the Holiday Auction and Bridge.

The Galveston Branch of AAUW has continued to move forward with the 

times.  Helping sponsor and plan “The Galveston County Science Fairs” 

and other community events.  Our study groups are our main thrust with 

the Book Group, Bridge Group and the Holiday Auction.  We have met in 

homes, then when we grew large, we met in the library, and now we are 

back to meeting in homes again.
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