AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSITY WOMEN

GREENVILLE BRANCH

The Greenville Branch of AAUW was organized in November of 1955, the 79th branch in the Texas Division.  The branch was first officially recognized in February, 1956, and has celebrated its birthday with a dinner in February each year since. 

In 1957 the Branch held its first used book sale, an event which has been held annually to date.  Over the years the proceeds from the book sale have supported a variety of projects, including a Cultural Arts Festival, academic excellence awards, the local Dallas Symphony series, the local library, and the establishment of the hunt County Historical Museum (now the Audie Murphy/American Cotton Museum). 

In addition to its support of AAUW's Educational Foundation, the Branch awards an annual scholarship to a college-bound girl graduate from Hunt County, based upon grades and need.

During the nation's bicentennial celebration the Branch sponsored a contest which resulted in the creation and presentation of Greenville's own bicentennial flag.  Also in the community the Branch worked to establish a local YMCA, sponsored candidate forums, formed an Observer's Corps, assisted the Children's Theater Group in bringing live performances to the children of Greenville, and provided judges for oratorical and UIL contests.  In 1984 the Branch helped to start "Phonefriend", a hot-line available to elementary age children at home alone after school.  The Branch has had representation on many boards and coalitions in the community ranging from the school board, churches, community planning, adult literacy, the planning and zoning commission to the Salvation Army.

One unique branch project involved the creation of a variable star quilt, completely hand-sewn by branch members.  Proceeds from the sale of the quilt went to AAUW's Educational Foundation.  Another unusual fund raiser was a puppet theater held in a tent during the Hunt County Fair.                   

With a current membership of 17, branch programs at monthly meetings often center on community service agencies and activities.  Programs have ranged from discussion of the status of women in the 50's through teacher competency tests in the 80's to equity for all in the 90's.  Tours of high-tech businesses and lessons in home computer use have been featured as well as a learning symposium, a forum on educating the gifted child, and a workshop on effective public relations.
For additional information regarding the Greenville Branch of AAUW, contact Christine Mock (903) 455-6204.
