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Thursday, March 18, 2010 – 7:00 p.m. 

Huntwick Recreation Facility Clubhouse, 5300 Coral Gables Drive 

�� hatever behooved the members of a new AAUW branch in the 
1970’s to write a history of the territory into which they only re-

cently had moved?   What made them think that rural North Harris 
County’s longtime residents might welcome the chance to see their fami-
lies’ stories preserved as part of Texas and American history?   Why did 
these AAUW members imagine that a little book could help newcomers 
like themselves put down roots in North Harris County, one of the fastest-
growing suburban areas in the United States?  

The answers to these questions and more will be explored when Mary 
Kimball presents an exposé about our branch’s 1976 American Bicenten-
nial project, the creation of our book, The Heritage of North Harris 
County.  Published in 1977, the story traced the area’s stories through the 
centuries, and geographically, it spanned local communities from Cypress 
to Humble.  

Heritage became for a time a best-seller in the area, so that in spite of its 
tiny price, the branch could award gifts for historical acquisitions to local 
museums and libraries.  Schools asked for programs, so the group devel-
oped a slide show to be carried by our volunteers to schools, churches, and 
organizations. 

The Heritage interest group resumed where the Bicentennial Committee 
left off and was charged with distributing the book.  It kept local history 
alive with field trips to collections, farms, and cemeteries.  Member Page 
Whitley headed a committee that sent the Heritage book to a fourth print-
ing in 1986, for the Texas Sesquicentennial.  Today, long out of print, and 
hardly up-to-date, a handful of copies of The Heritage of North Harris 
County remain under book distributor Barbara Hine’s watchful eye.   

Come hear about our long-ago project, and, retro-technology permitting, 
see the “antique” slideshow. 

��������	�
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Need a ride to this evening event?   We have the so lution. 
We have members who have volunteered to provide transportation for members who have problems with night  
driving.  We want everyone to be able to enjoy our evening programs. Call Mary Gubert at 281-376-1663 to be 
matched with a member who will come to your house, drive you to the meeting and to your home afterwards.  



 

 

Upcoming Events ����  RSVP— See article for contact information  ����  
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· Mar 2, Tue Democratic Party and Republican Party Primary Elections: 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. See page 8. 

· Mar 4, Thr Daytime Literature:  9:30 a.m. Green group at the home of  Linda Massie.  Purple group at the  
 home of Kathe Behrend.  See article on page 7 for details. 

· Mar 4, Thr Half the Sky: A One Night Event:  7:30 p.m. at AMC Willowbrook 24 (and other participating 
 theatres in Houston).  Tickets can be bought by going to www.halftheskylive.com or pre-purchase 
 at a theatre — limited seats available.  See article on page 4. 

· Mar 6, Sat Interbranch Meeting: 10:00 a.m. at the Houston Community College Spring Branch campus.   
 Call Val Sandham to carpool.  See article on page 7 for details. 

· Mar 9, Tue Daytime Bridge: 9:30 a.m. at the home of Loretta Castaño.  Call Loretta or Barbara Hine by  
 March 6 to make your reservation to play.  See article on page 6. 

· Mar 11, Thr The World Today: 1:30 p.m. at the home of Barbara Hine.  See details on page 8. 

· Mar 11, Thr Board Meeting: 7:00 p.m. at the Barbara Bush Library. 

· Mar 11, Thr AAUW Art Contest Voting Deadline: Go to www.aauw.org/contests/Gallery.cfm to vote on your 
 favorite 6 of the over 300 entries in the 2010 AAUW Art Contest.  Voting is now open.  

· Mar 12, Fri Original Gourmet and Out & About: 9:45 a.m. in Kroger parking lot (15802 Champion Forest  
 Drive at Cypresswood) to board the Precinct 4 bus.  You must mail your $35 check to Jane Egner  
 by March 2.  See page 6 for details. 

· Mar 15, Mon Evening Great Decisions:  7:00 p.m. at the home of Pari & Norm Rosen.  See article on page 4. 

· Mar 16, Tue Travelmania: 1:00 p.m. at the home of Jane Egner.  Call Jane if you plan to attend.  See page 6. 

· Mar 18, Thr Branch Meeting - MAKING TEXAS HISTORY, NHC AAUW-STYLE: 7:00 p.m. at Huntwick  
 Recreation Facility Clubhouse.  See feature article on page 1.  Also, branch officers election. You  
 must be present to vote.  See candidates on page 3. 

· Mar 22, Mon Prime Time Literature: 7:00 p.m. at the home of Rufi Natarajan.  See page 7. 

· Mar 25, Thr Member Social: 4:00 p.m. at BRIX Wine Cellars in Vintage Park Shopping Center.  See below. 

· Mar 29, Mon Evening Great Decisions:  7:00 p.m. at the home of Rufi & Raj Natarajan.  See article on page 4. 

· April 23-25 2010 Texas State Convention in Houston:  All members are invited to register and attend.   
 See President’s Message on page 3 for more details. 

Direct: (713) 825-1732 
Office: (713) 893-8400 x164 

Fax: (281) 257-5440 
E-mail: Barbara@BarbaraAlcamo.com 

Website: www.BarbaraAlcamo.com  

Member Social  

�� ark your calendars for our next Member Social on Thursday, March 25 at 4:00 p.m.  Join us at Brix Wine 
Cellars to meet new members and visit with members you haven’t seen in a while.  Brix has a great happy 

hour featuring $5 wine, $5 flatbreads, and $2 beer. They also have a selection of tea, soft drinks, and cappuccino.  
For directions, call Laura Barousse at 281-370-5474. 
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 General & Cosmetic Dentistry 
6605 Cypresswood • Suite 275 • Spring, Texas 77379 

281-370-6600 
garysimmonsdds@yahoo.com 
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Securities Litigation 

Officer Elections for 2010-2012 

�� he nominating committee submits the following slate of candidates as officers of the North Harris County 
Branch AAUW for 2010-2012:     

 President — TBA Secretary — Patricia Torgersen 
 Membership Co-VPs — Betsy Calabro & Darlene Veltri   

Annual new officer elections will be held at the branch meeting on Thursday, March 18.  Members must be present 
to vote.  Nominations may be made from the floor at the time of the election with written consent of the nominee.   
2010—2012  Nominating Committee: Mary Gubert, Chair   
 Betsy Calabro, Darlene Veltri, Pepper Davies, Barbara Hine  
 Alternates:  Mary Kimball, Virginia McGriggs 

�� am pleased to report that the January 2010 Interbranch luncheon hosted by our branch was a huge success. With 
fifty-six AAUW members from many branches in attendance, it was one of the largest Interbranch groups to 

assemble in several years.  Robbin Parris was an excellent speaker and was well received by those attending.  
Thanks to Virginia Lyon, Sue Mason, and Sue Ann Lurcott for all that they did to make this luncheon the success 
that it was. 
Now is the time to turn our attention to the 2010 Texas state convention, being held April 23-25 at the Westchase 
Marriott.  All of you should have received the information for the convention in the winter issue of University 
Woman Texas.  Enclosed in this publication is the two page registration form to be mailed in for the convention.  
Remember, your form must be postmarked by March 15 to get the early bird special of $165.  This fee covers your 
full registration for Friday through Sunday, as well as the Friday evening reception, Saturday continental breakfast, 
lunch, funds dinner, and the Sunday international brunch.  This looks like a good deal to me.  With the convention 
being so convenient, why not make your plans to be a part of these festivities.   
Members of our NHC branch are needed to help with the transportation of speakers and other special guests for the 
Texas state convention.  Volunteers do not need to register if they are not attending sessions or events. 

Our own AAUW members Kati Woodward and Susan Muirhead are now seeing some tangible rewards for all of 
their hard work in setting up the Young Women’s Summit at Klein Forest High School followed the next year by 
adding the Young Men’s Forum.  The College Board, publishers of the SAT, etc. has awarded the Klein Forest 
Summit a grant of $5,000. Only 3 grants were given out to the southwest United States. The other two went to Our 
Lady of the Lakes University and to Oklahoma State University.  I think those of us who have worked as volunteers 
for the summit and forum can also feel a sense of pride for what our branch of AAUW has contributed to this 
project. 
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�� he EFP committee is presently reviewing grant applications for the purpose of seeking outstanding and worthy 
applicants.  Our greatest challenge this year has been to effectively disseminate information to the public  

regarding the availability of grant funds. 

 Membership on the committee is not a prerequisite for your ideas or suggestions.  There are numerous  
untapped minds in our North Harris County branch, and we look forward to your valuable input as we strive to meet 
our goals and objectives. 

2010 Evening Great Decisions  

�� he Great Decisions briefing book features in-depth articles on global/thematic issues shaping U.S. foreign  
policy and the world we live in.   

We will meet four times in 2010, every other Monday in February and March.  Meetings begin with dessert at  
7:00 p.m. followed by discussion from 7:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Spouses are encouraged to attend.   

If you want to host one of the lively discussions or have questions, call Mary Jane Petrick at 281-376-6093. 
 

Meeting Dates Topics Hosted in the home of 

Monday, March 15 The Global Financial Crisis Pari & Norm Rosen 

Monday, March 29 Europe’s Far East Rufi & Raj Natarajan 

�� upport women around the world by attending a special feature of Half the Sky LIVE, 
a one night event at the AMC at the Willowbrook 24 (and other participating  

theaters in the Houston area) on Thursday, March 4, at 7:30 p.m.  Inspired by the best-
selling book Half the Sky: Turning Oppression into Opportunity for Women Worldwide 
by Pulitzer Prize-winning journalists Nicholas Kristof and Sheryl WuDunn, this will be 
an exciting night of musical performances, celebrity commentary, and uplifting stories 
about women and girls overcoming tremendous obstacles. 

Tickets can be purchased online at www.halftheskylive.com or at the theater. CARE will 
receive 30% of the cost of each ticket.   Half the Sky LIVE will screen in nearly 500  
theaters nationwide. 

“Founded in 1945, CARE is a leading humanitarian organization fighting global poverty. 
CARE places special focus on working alongside poor women because, equipped with 
the proper resources, women have the power to help whole families and entire communi-

ties escape poverty. Working in more than 70 countries, women are at the heart of CARE's community-based efforts 
to improve education, health, and economic opportunity.”  CARE is currently  in Haiti helping to supply food, water, 
and emergency health services.  Visit www.care.org to learn more about this organization.  

Carpool with other AAUW members in your neighborhood, invite friends who care about women's rights, or go with 
women from your study/interest group. Our North Harris County branch Prime Time Lit group wants to know  
how many members and guests attend. Please send member names and number of guests to Ann Sullivan at  
asullivan@kleinisd.net.  Attending this movie counts as part of our activism and will help bring Nicholas Kristof and 
Sheryl WuDunn to visit our branch! 
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KUDOS TO KLEIN FOREST HIGH SCHOOL 
KFHS Gains College Board Innovation Award 

Source: The Cypress Times, February 9, 2010 

www.thecypresstimes.com/article/Schools/Klein_ISD/KFHS_GAINS_COLLEGE_BOARD_INNOVATION_AWARD/27634 

The College Board, at its Southwestern Regional Forum on February 5, awarded Klein Forest High School the  
College Keys Compact 2010 Innovation Award.  Klein Forest was named as the recipient of the College Board’s 
first Innovation Award in its region because of its efforts to make college a reality for all students.  

�� he $5,000 grant will allow Klein Forest to add a new facet to its programs that encourage sophomore students 
to prepare for and attend college. The new opportunity will allow sophomores who are not part of Pre-AP 

classes and/or the AVID program that prepare students for an advanced academic curriculum to visit Lone Star Col-
lege. For students to participate in the college visit they will be required to meet academic, attendance, and discipline 
requirements. Additionally, they must obtain a recommendation from a teacher or activity sponsor. The grant will 
allow the school to use Klein ISD buses to transport 150 students to Lone Star College.  
For the past three years, the school has offered a Sophomore Summit with support from the North Harris County 
Branch American Association of University Women (AAUW), the Friends of the Forest, Klein Education Founda-
tion grants, Dillard’s, Chick-fil-A, and Barnes & Noble to encourage students to remain in school. Klein Forest ad-
ministrators wish to continue the Sophomore Summit as a part of the school’s overall effort to increase enrollment in 
advanced courses and raise scores on college admission tests.  

��n the College Board’s southwestern region, Klein Forest High School was one of the three recipients of 
their 2010 Innovation Awards.  The other two awards went to universities.  Among the College Board’s 

best-known programs are the SAT®, the PSAT/NMSQT®, and the Advanced Placement Program® (AP®). 
Lynne Dozier, a North Harris County branch member and the community outreach administrator at Klein For-
est High School, applied for the College Board grant.  Lynne said that the success of  the Klein Forest High 
School Summit was proof to the College Board that KFHS was a worthy applicant, and without the Summit’s 
three-year record, KFHS would not have received the grant.  Lynne also said that two other programs, one for 
the freshmen class and one for the juniors, were started at Klein Forest after seeing the success of the Summit.   
In 2009, Klein Forest High School was listed as number 1367 out of the top 1500 best high schools in the U.S. 
by Newsweek magazine.   

Klein Forest High School  Sophomore Summit 

�� he Klein Forest High School Summit is a day dedicated to the sophomore class at Klein Forest High School. 
The goals of the Summit are to increase the graduation rate, lower the pregnancy rate, increase students’ inter-

est in their future education and careers, and improve self-confidence and esteem.   
The third annual Klein Forest Summit was held on October 7, 2009.  During the day students heard a keynote 
speaker and then broke up into groups and rotated through various sessions.  There were separate sessions custom-
ized for the boys and the girls.  Topics included: boy-girl relationships, men's or women's health, Never Give Up, 
successful academics and college entrance, and How to Live a Successful Life.  After lunch, all sophomore students 
attended a fashion show presented by Dillard’s with students as models.  Throughout the day the students’ atten-
dance was noted on their programs, culminating in a door prize raffle with various gift cards.  
The North Harris County branch utilizes the summit conference program that was devised over 10 years ago by 
AAUW member and branch president, Melba Zaremba, who began the summit program in McAllen.  She is still 
working on it today!  AAUW members develop the program, find the speakers, work with Dillard’s for the fashion 
show, and volunteer on the day of the Summit to assist teachers and counselors in each session.  It is one of the 
highlights of the AAUW year to attend and work on the Summit, a very rewarding experience. 



 

 

Nutshell Page 6 

��  culinary feast and cultural adventure will take place on Friday, March 12, as members of the Original Gourmet 
and Out & About groups enjoy Dorothy Huang’s Dim Sum Lunch and Walking Tour of Chinatown. This tour is 

a perpetual favorite among Houstonians, and visitors alike. We have enjoyed several Chinese food demonstrations 
with Dorothy and have found her to be a very delightful and informative hostess. 

Our tour takes us to the Ocean Palace restaurant, 11215 Bellaire Blvd., four to five traffic lights west of Beltway 8, 
where we will have a sumptuous dim sum lunch.  Dim sum is an assortment of dumplings, buns, rolls, balls, tarts, 
puffs, and cakes. These delicious bite-sized morsels can be stuffed with meat, seafood, vegetables, or sweet paste. 
The endless and unforgettable arrays of dishes are wheeled right to your table.  Dorothy will guide your selections 
and explain how each dish is prepared. 

Following lunch, we will walk through the Chinese mall with stops at a variety of shops and at a Chinese 
supermarket where Dorothy takes the mystery out of the market’s ingredients. The entire dim sum experience, 11:30 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m., will prove to be filling, fun, and festive.   

The Precinct 4 bus will leave the Kroger parking lot at Cypresswood and Champion Forest Drive near the Compass 
Bank promptly at 10:00 a.m.  Be there between 9:30 and 9:45 a.m. to board the bus. 

The cost is $35.00, which includes lunch, gratuity, and guided tour.  Your check is your reservation. The minimum 
number for this group rate is ten (10). Please mail your check, payable to Jane Egner, to Jane at 54 Champions Bend 
Circle, Houston, TX 77069-1800, by March 2.   
 Event Chairs 
 Karen Stahl, Jane Egner, Dianne Sharr 

Original Gourmet + Out & About 

�� n Tuesday, March 9, we will meet at the home of Loretta Castaño, 722 Oder Lane in Westador.  Come for 
coffee and socializing at 9:30 a.m.  Play starts promptly at 10:00 a.m.  Please bring a sandwich for lunch. 

Drinks and salad provided.  See you at the tables! 

Please call Loretta at 281-444-4901 to reserve your place by Saturday, March 6.   
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Travelmania 
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��magine traveling from Prague to Dresden, through the lovely town of Leipzig on 
your way to your final destination Berlin.  In addition, fill your head with the  

music of Bach, Handel, Mozart, Beethoven, Brahms, and Strauss.  Drink some wine, 
soak in the beauty of these glorious cities, and relax . . . or come to our Travelmania 
meeting on Tuesday, March 16, and travel through the Czech Republic and Germany 
with Kati Woodward and Bobbie Lupa. We will meet at 1:00 p.m. at the home of Jane 
Egner, 54 Champions Bend Circle (Champions Bend Estates) . 
Kati took a musical tour of these cities with a group from KUHF.  Dean Dalton was 
their guide.  Bobbie has toured these cities as well.  Both will provide some interest-
ing insights into the musical heritage of these European capitals as well as sharing 
their photos of historical and artistic sites. 
Please RSVP to Jane and let her know if you plan to attend.  Call her at 281-444-1168 
or email her at twoeggsjane2@msn.com. 

We hope you can all attend and enjoy our Eastern European trip with classical music highlights along the way. 

From Bohemia to Berlin  
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��Daytime Literature 

the approaching wedding of her grandchild — 
yet her distant past is miraculously preserved in 
her mind's eye. “ 
“Vivid images of her youth in war-torn 
Leningrad arise unbidden, carrying her back to 
the terrible fall of 1941, when she was a tour 
guide at the Hermitage Museum and the German 
army's approach signaled the beginning of what 
would be a long, torturous siege on the city. As 
the people braved starvation, bitter cold, and a 
relentless German onslaught, Marina joined 
other staff members in removing the museum's 

priceless masterpieces for safekeeping, leaving the 
frames hanging empty on the walls to symbolize the 
artworks' eventual return. As the Luftwaffe's bombs 
pounded the proud, stricken city, Marina built a personal 
Hermitage in her mind— a refuge that would stay buried 
deep within her, until she needed it once more.” 

www.powells.com 

�� n Thursday, March 4, we will be 
discussing The Madonnas of 

Leningrad by Debra Dean.  Come for 
coffee and conversation at 9:30 a.m. The 
review begins at 10:00 a.m.  Afterwards, 
members get together for lunch at a nearby 
restaurant. 
The Green Group will meet at the home of 
Linda Massie, 17115 Carriage Dale Court 
in Memorial Northwest (281-251-4434).  
Jean Fauntleroy will lead the discussion.   
The Purple Group will meet at the home of Kathe 
Behrend, 13111 Golden Rainbow in Lakewood Glen 
(281-320-9343). Shirley Ada will lead the discussion. 
“Bit by bit, the ravages of age are eroding Marina's 
grip on the everyday. An elderly Russian woman 
now living in America, she cannot hold on to fresh 
memories — the details of her grown children's lives, 
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The Interbranch meeting will be held on Saturday, March 6, at 10:00 a.m. at Spring Branch campus Houston Com-
munity College, 1010 Sam Houston Parkway N., Houston 77043 (I-10 and Beltway 8).  The meeting will be held in 
the tutoring center in the library in the main building.  For a map, go to http://tinyur1.com/ddm4dh. 

The agenda will be the 2010 AAUW Texas State Convention, which will be held in Houston April 23-25. Anyone 
interested in helping with the convention is encouraged to attend.  You can also call Mary Gubert at 281-376-1663 if 
you would like to know about volunteer opportunities.  
Please call or email Val Sandham if you want to carpool and plan to meet at 9:00 a.m. at John Wesley UMC. If she 
does not hear from anyone, she will not go to John Wesley UMC before going to the meeting. 

The March book selection, Her Longest 
Marathon: A Runner’s Race to Survive by 
Randy A. Birken M.D., will be discussed at 
the June meeting.   
In April, we will be discussing The Big 
Rich: The Rise and Fall of the Greatest 
Texas Oil Fortunes by Bryan Burrough.  

�� n Monday, March 22, we will 
meet at 7:00 p.m. at the home of 

Rufi Natarajan to select books for the 
coming year.  Bring your suggestions to 
help plan for another exciting year!   

Rufi’s address is 3411 Blakewood Court 
in Olde Oaks (281-440-1965). 
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Submit your favorite book review websites 

�� mail your favorite website addresses to the Nutshell editor, Catherine Robichaux, at  
catherine-aauw@swbell.net.  As space permits, these will be featured on this page  

in future issues of the Nutshell. 
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Newsletter Editor: 
Catherine Robichaux 

Email: catherine-aauw@swbell.net 

Articles are due on the 
2nd Thursday of each month 

View our newsletters in color through the AAUW Texas website:  www.aauwTexas.org 
North Harris County’s home page is: www.aauwTexas.org/branches/NorthHarrisCounty/index.html  

Return Address: 
NHC AAUW 
P.O. Box 12191 
Spring, TX 77391-2191 

North Harris County 
American Association  
of University Women 

www.aauw.org 

Mission Statement 
AAUW advances equity for women and girls 

through advocacy, education,  
philanthropy, and research. 

 

Diversity Statement 
In principle and practice, AAUW values and 

seeks a diverse membership.   
There shall be no barriers to full participation 
in this organization on the basis of gender, 

race, creed, age, sexual orientation,  
national origin, disability, or class. 

Our branch has been recognized by AAUW Texas  
for our outstanding accomplishments 

in all categories of the PEARL awards. 

��� �  Protect   ��� �  Educate   ��� �  Advocate   ��� �  Research   ��� �  Lead 

,
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��The World Today 

�� he Immigrant - ILLEGAL + ILLITERATE = ????  will be our discussion topic on Thursday, March 11, at 
1:30 p.m. at the home of Barbara Hine.  Sylvia Tucker will be our discussion leader.  We encourage new 

members to come to our group for lively discussions of current topics. 

We will meet at the home of Barbara Hine, 9703 Champions Cove Drive (Estates of WindRush in Spring).  Please 
let Barbara know whether or not you will attend by calling her at 281-376-3365 or emailing barhi@sbcglobal.net.  
Since our group is small, we need to hear from you – yes or no – if you plan to attend or cannot attend.   

March 2, 2010 Democratic Party and Republican Party  Primary Elections   

�� emember that these primary elections decide who runs in the November  
election. For a list of all candidates, click on Democratic Sample Ballot and 

Republican Sample Ballot at www.harrisvotes.org.  You can print these, pre-select 
your choices, and bring it with you to the voting booth.   
If you do not live in Harris County, do an internet search on: Voting in Montgomery 
County Texas, etc. and look for the Sample Ballot links. 


