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Thursday, May 20, 2010 – 7:00 p.m. 
Huntwick Recreation Facility Clubhouse, 5300 Coral Gables Drive 

�� ari Rosen, a member of  our AAUW North Harris County branch, will 
talk about her life as a teenager in Iran and discuss the challenges that 

she had to face growing up. She will also tell us about obstacles she had 
to overcome in her life, including as a woman in the oil business. Pari is an 
interesting and informative speaker. This will be an enjoyable program. 
Come for coffee and socializing at 7:00 p.m. The meeting will start at  
7:30 p.m.  Please come and enjoy our last program until September.  This is 
a great opportunity to meet other branch members and visit with friends. 

Need a ride to this evening event?  
Call Mary Gubert at 281-376-1663 to be matched with a member who will 
provide transportation from your home to the event and back home again.  

������������������������������ !"�#�$���%������������������������������ !"�#�$���%������������������������������ !"�#�$���%������������������������������ !"�#�$���%� ���

&�he membership dues for 2010-2011 are the same as last year, $82. Please use the membership form included 
with this Nutshell.  There are several pieces of information that we request each year.  This form and your check 

should be given or sent to our treasurer, Sue Ann Lurcott.  Her address is on the membership form.   
If you renew at or before the May 20th member meeting, your name will be included in a drawing for two refunds of 
national dues — $49 each.  You do not have to be present to win. 

��������$�������'�������������������(��������$�������'�������������������(��������$�������'�������������������(��������$�������'�������������������(� ���

&�he grants we awarded to three community programs will have a positive 
impact on our community and give our branch a vast amount of pub-

licity.  For example, the Barbara Bush Library has promised to acknowledge 
our contribution in press releases sent to local newspapers, subdivision news-
letters, Friends of the Library newsletter, and Harris County Public  
Library Happenings newsletter.  Bookplates will be placed in front of all  
materials indicating NHC AAUW as the donor.  AAUW's contribution will be 
acknowledged during each workshop and via publicity for the workshops. We 
will be watching! This is a notable demonstration of gratitude.   
Thanks to all of you for your exceptional support.  What an interesting year!   
 ����������	
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See pages 4 and 5 for details about the grant recipient programs 
 and other beneficiaries of our fundraising. 



 

 

Upcoming Events ����  RSVP— See article for contact information  ����  

Nutshell Page 2 Many thanks to our business card sponsors.  Please consider using their services. 

· May 1, Sat Interbranch:  10:30 a.m. at Spring Branch campus of Houston Community College.  See page 7 
 for details about carpooling and meeting topics. 

· May 6, Thr Daytime Literature:  9:30 a.m. Both groups will meet at the home of  Pari Rosen.  See article on  
 page 7 for details about reservations for the year-end luncheon. 

· May 13, Thr The World Today: 1:30 p.m. at the home of Sylvia Tucker.  Please call Sylvia if you will or will 
 not be able to attend.  See details on page 6. 

· May 13, Thr Board Meeting: 7:00 p.m. at the Barbara Bush Library. 
· May 14, Fri Original Gourmet: 10:30 a.m. in the Kroger parking lot (at Champion Forest) to carpool to The  

 Vintage Garden Tea House.  Call Kathe Behrend by May 11 for your reservation.  See page 6. 
· May 11, Tue Daytime Bridge: 9:30 a.m. at the home of Shirley Ada.  Call Shirley or Joan Gould by May 8 

 to make your reservation to play.  See article on page 3. 
· May 18, Tue Travelmania: 11:30 a.m. at Campioni Restaurant. Call Sue Mason or Bobbie Lupa by May 14 if  

 you plan to attend.  See page 6 for details. 
· May 20, Thr Branch Meeting: 7:00 p.m. at Huntwick Recreational Facility Clubhouse.  See article on page 1. 
· May 21, Fri Out & About: 8:45 a.m. in Kroger parking lot (15802 Champion Forest) to carpool to the George  

 Ranch Historical Park. You must contact Dianne Sharr if you plan to attend.  Details on page 8. 
· May 24, Mon Prime Time Literature: 7:00 p.m. at Café Express in Champions Village.  See page 7. 
· May 27, Thr Member Social: 4:00 p.m. at BRIX Wine Cellars in Vintage Park Shopping Center.  See page 6. 
· June 28, Mon Just the Facts Ma’am: 7:00 p.m. at the home of Joyce Lance.  The book that will be discussed is  

 Her Longest Marathon by Randy A. Birken, M.D..  For additional information, call Megan Franks. 
· Sep 11, Sat Membership Brunch: at St. Dunstan’s Episcopal Church.  Contact Betsy Calabro to volunteer, 

 and watch for emails and the September Nutshell, which will be published in August. 
· Oct 6, Wed Klein Forest High School Sophomore Summit. 

A Perfect Time for New Members ~ $57.50 for 2010 - 2011 Membership 

)� ow is a great time to invite your friends to join AAUW.  New members pay a reduced rate of $57.50 for 
membership through June 30, 2011.  Invite them to join us at our April or May monthly member meeting.  

Give a Grad a Gift 

�� AUW members can give a recent grad — a friend, daughter, son, granddaughter, grandson, niece, or nephew — 
a free AAUW membership within two years of graduation. There is no cost to you or them!  Your grad will  

receive a one-year member-at-large membership — a $49 value. They can join a branch at any time but will be  
responsible for paying branch and state dues.  To complete an online membership application or download the  
application, go to https://svc.aauw.org/join/gradgift.cfml.  Joining a state and branch is optional. 

6401 Cypresswood Dr. Ste 100 
Spring, TX 77379 

 
Direct: (713) 825-1732 

Office: (281) 893-8400 x164 
Fax: (281) 257-5440 

E-mail: Barbara@BarbaraAlcamo.com 
Website: www.BarbaraAlcamo.com  
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Page 3 Many thanks to our business card sponsors.  Please consider using their services. Volume 38, Issue 8 Page 3 Many thanks to our business card sponsors.  Please consider using their services. 

 General & Cosmetic Dentistry 
6605 Cypresswood • Suite 275 • Spring, Texas 77379 

281-370-6600 
garysimmonsdds@yahoo.com 
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Securities Litigation 

��t has been my pleasure to serve as president of the North Harris Branch of AAUW for the past two years.  I 
know when I first agreed to be president I felt extreme anxiety because I was unsure of just what I would be 

expected to do.  I have to report that I had a wonderful board that offered leadership and advice when I needed it and 
assistance whenever I asked for it.  We do not seem to be a group who are quick to volunteer, but once we as 
members agree to assist, we do follow through.   
Many of you do not know who has been on your board for the past two years and I would like to make their names 
known and to thank each and every one of them for their attendance at board meetings and their active participation.  
Linda Massie as secretary has always been accurate and punctual with her minutes.  Sue Ann Lurcott efficiently 
stepped in to follow Phyllis Dillard as treasurer when the office became open after the untimely death of Judy Van 
Horn.  Patricia Fraske stepped forward and along with her dedicated committee led two years of a very successful 
fundraising campaign.  Betsy Calabro not only agreed to assist as historian but she served on the fundraising 
committee and hosted the fund raising party.  Virginia McGriggs followed Catherine Dunn as our EF VP and sent 
out and collected the grant applications and organized the meetings to get the grant money allotted.  Laura Barousse 
and Peggy Majors formed the perfect team in handling the membership.  Peggy worked to keep accurate computer 
records and Laura handled all the other details.  Sue Mason did an exemplary job in getting our bylaws updated with 
all the new national and state changes as well as getting our branch bylaws in compliance.  She also worked 
tirelessly as the fundraising treasurer.  Kay Fenwick kept us informed on public policy which is getting to be more 
and more on the computer while Barbara Hine kept up with our publicity in our local newspapers and neighborhood 
newsletters.   Virginia Lyon with her abundant knowledge of the workings of AAUW on the national, state, and 
local levels kept us on track as parliamentarian. Sue Little has been on the board for several years as our student 
affiliate sponsor, and she will be greatly missed as she moves out of state to her new home.  Val Sandham has been 
our Interbranch representative reporting our branch activities to the other branches.  Karen Stahl is the one 
responsible for our last two improved directories and with her research of printing companies was able to get quality 
printing and to save us money at the same time.   Mary Willis and Sharon Glasgow formed another team that has 
graciously served as hospitality co-chairmen.  Dianne Sharr as our LAF chairman had her yearly Christmas lunch 
and auction to collect the money we contributed to LAF this year.  Who could have imagined that impact the that 
Rufi Natarajan as our Community Outreach Chairman has had with her work with Mercy Corp and CARE in 
showcasing the book Half the Sky? Kati Woodward, along with Susan Muirhead, as our Klein Forest High School 
Sophomore Summit representatives have given us repeated presence in the community.  Without a Program VP this 
year, several members worked as a committee to decide on the programs and to take responsibility for at least one of 
the months.  Special thanks go to Barbara Hine, Jane Egner, Kati Woodward, Dianne Sharr, and Susan Gardner.   
Dr. .Phil Scott, husband of Susan Gardner, Mary Kimball, Pari Rosen, and Erma Ridge have presented excellent 
programs for our monthly meetings.  Lastly, special thanks go to our Nutshell editor, Catherine Robichaux, who 
continues to put out our excellent newsletter which is the envy of the other branches.  She is composed and 
formatted the program for the Texas state convention held this year in Houston.  
With support like this you can see why we have such a strong and diverse branch.  It was a pleasure to work with 
each of you, and I want to thank you for all of your support and assistance. 
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Program: What's the Big Idea?  Introduction to Mathematics and Science — $2,436.00 
This is a project of the Barbara Bush Library Friends for pre-school children 3-5 years of age, with the participation 
of their parents.  The new program is such a success that “several parents have asked if they can put their one-year-
old and two-year-old children on a pre-registration list!” said Terri Domino. 
This program offers an exciting introduction to mathematics and science workshops for children and parents.  
Through stories and hands-on activities, the program on Big Ideas is critical to a child's acquisition of basic concepts 
and skills in mathematics and science. The program meets Texas Education Agency standards for mathematics and 
science.  This six-week program will be offered 3 to 4 times a year.  The current workshop is full and there are al-
ready enough families on the waiting list to fill two more sessions. 
Program: From Here to Adulthood: The Transitional L iving Program — $1,000.00 
This is a program at Boys and Girls Country of Houston, for students ages 16 to 18.  The grant will be used develop 
critically needed independent living skills and to purchase books that address specific challenges that students en-
counter.  “It is a big adjustment for children when they come to Boys and Girls County.  They are expected to go to 
school every day, do their homework, and graduate from high school.  They don’t go home to an empty house,” said 
Elaine Petranek. 
Before they graduate from high school, this transitional living program teaches our youth independent living skills, 
such as how to use the library, public transportation, and the postal system.  They experience meal planning, grocery 
shopping, and home maintenance.  They learn how to take care of themselves and how to make healthy choices 
about relationships, drugs, and alcohol.  It also exposes them to their options of college, trade school, or other career 
options.  They gain the skills and confidence to handle their new-found freedom and learn how to manage their time 
and responsibilities. 
Program: Public School Tour Programs — $4,500.00 
This program of the Pearl Fincher Museum of Fine Arts will benefit school children from three school districts: 
1,800 Klein ISD third-grade students, 1,200 Spring ISD third-grade students, and 500 Tomball ISD fourth-grade 
 (continued on page 5) 
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&�hanks to fundraising chairs Patricia Fraske and Mary Kimball and our generous branch members and sponsors, 
we gave away a total of $13,586 from our November 2009 Phantom Adventure Tour and silent auction. 

Three local grant recipients were awarded a total of $7,936.00 at our branch meeting on Thursday, April 15, 2010.  It 
is wonderful that between the three programs they serve such a wide range of children and youth, from age 3 to age 
18.  The grant funds are used for the specific programs described in the grant applications.  Also, a donation of 
$950.00 was presented to Susan Muirhead for the October 6, 2010 Sophomore Summit at Klein Forest High School.  
Kati Woodward coordinates the many branch members who volunteer for this annual event. 

In the picture are: 

Klein Forest High School 
Kati Woodward & Susan Muirhead 

Boys and Girls Country of Houston 
Elaine Petranek  

Barbara Bush Library Friends 
Terri Domino 

The Pearl MFA (Museum of Fine Arts) 
 Tim Novak  
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What Can You Offer to AAUW North Harris County Bran ch? 

New Officers Elected for 2010-2012 
Membership Co-VPs — Betsy Calabro & Darlene Veltri        Secretary — Patricia Torgersen 

The office of president is still open.  If you have any suggestions, contact Patricia Fraske at 281-587-2513. 

'�(��)�����*����+�&&������,�����	-�+-����
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�� irst let me say thanks to all of you for the support you have provided as a group and individually.  On May 22   
Ann Sullivan and I will be meeting with my niece, Fermeen Fazal, to put our presentation package together to 

send to Mercy Corps for the final judging of the book group contest. 
Please send in any information you think that should be added, including things you may have done personally to 
promote our cause.  It will help us make our presentation even stronger.  I would love to have all of this provided to 
me by May 15, allowing time to get it all organized. 
Thanks for your participation and assistance.  We are very, very close to maybe winning this contest! 
Even after the end of the contest, I intend to stay involved in promoting the issues and opportunities presented by 
Half the Sky, Mercy Corps, and CARE.  I invite you to continue with me or join me. Rufi Natarajan 

�� hat the branch offers you. 
There are many opportunities for volunteerism, learning, and socialization.  Through the Nutshell, emails, 

and connecting with other members at meetings, members are kept very aware of meetings and events. 

�� hat do you offer the branch? 
Do you go out of your way to look, listen, and ask “What can I do to help?”  Some members stretch their 

time to help in so many ways.  What they need from you is your help so that they are not doing it alone.   

�� ere is what this North Harris County branch needs from you.  Below are some of the current branch 
needs and volunteer opportunities. A more comprehensive list will be sent to members.  We need all members 

of our branch to participate. 
�� Co-presidents — Contact Patricia Fraske 
�� Assist with membership brunch planning — Contact Betsy Calabro or Darlene Veltri 
�� Take responsibility for one monthly branch program, starting October 2010 
�� Fundraising — Research what other branches are doing 

Who Benefits From Our Fund Donations? (continued from page 4) 

students.  The grant funds will be used to purchase and prepare art supplies for public school art education programs.  
“In the past year, over 8,000 children visited the museum.  Since it opened two years ago, the museum has served as 
an art experience for over 15,000 children,” said Tim Novak. 

Other Fellowship Funds have been donated to the following: 
$2,425.00 AAUW Virginia R. Lyon American Fellowship Fund 
$1,575.00  Lone Star College Foundation AAUW Program Fund (plus $700 in direct contributions & matching gifts) 

A special fundraising was done to specifically benefit our branch project. 

Program: Sophomore Summit — $950.00 
The October 6, 2010 event will be the fourth year for this program at Klein Forest High School, which was first pre-
sented to 400 girls in 2007.  They are graduating seniors this year.  In 2008, the program was expanded to include the 
sophomore boys, for a total of 800 girls and boys, who are the next senior class of students.  Another 800 girls and 
boys attended the 2009 Sophomore Summit.  In these three years, 2,000 students have benefitted from this program.  
Many of the speakers have been Klein Forest High School alumni, which has been a surprise and incentive to stu-
dents.  Susan Muirhead related that a student told her “I didn’t know that kids from our school could succeed.” 
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�� n Thursday, May 13, our topic will be Women Today – Nature or Nurture?   We will meet at the home of 
Sylvia Tucker, 5207 Lookout Mountain Drive (Huntwick) from 1:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.   

Marjorie Rice will lead the discussion, and she has asked that you bring one written pertinent question regarding the 
topic of abuse of women and children as it pertains to the U.S. and Houston.   Marjorie has thoroughly researched 
this topic and will have some interesting facts and figures which may surprise you!   Please let Sylvia Tucker know 
if you will or will not be able to join us by calling her at 281-444-0462 or email her at Sylvia.L.Tucker@gmail.com 
We need to have an accurate count since we are a small, but interesting group. 
We welcome new members to join us for lively interchanges on current topics.  Future subjects will be submitted 
and voted on by the group. 
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Travelmania 
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*� ake a date for lunch with Travelmania on Tuesday, May 18.  We will be making plans for our 2010-2011 
year.  We’ll meet promptly at 11:30 a.m. at Campioni Restaurant, 5419 FM 1960 W, on the southwest corner 

of FM 1960 and Champion Forest Drive.  We will meet  in the side room to the right as you enter the restaurant.  
Please note the time change from our regular Travelmania meeting time.  If you plan to attend, please contact Sue 
Mason or Bobbie Lupa by Friday, May 14.  Each person will pay for her own lunch. 
We meet on the third Tuesday of each month at 1:00 p.m.  If you can hostess a meeting in your home or present a 
program on a destination, please let one of us know what month(s) you prefer.  We also welcome program and pre-
senter recommendations.  Who has taken that wonderful trip that you want to hear about? 

It’s been a great year and we look forward to next year’s programs! 

�� e are planning a trip for Friday, May 14, to The Vintage Gardens Tea House in Montgomery, Texas.  It is 
rated one of the best tea houses in Texas.  Their website is www.vintagegardentea.com.  It has all of the 

menus and other interesting information. 
If you  want to join us, please call or email Kathe Behrend by May 11 so she can make reservations.  Her contact 
information is 281-320-9343 and ksbehrend@yahoo.com.  We will carpool to Montgomery, so please be at the 
Kroger parking lot on Cypresswood and Champion Forest by 10:30 a.m. 

4�������6����3�0-������$����7����&��4������+��+-��� ��
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�� n Tuesday, May 11, we will meet in the home of Shirley Ada, 5923 Bermuda Dunes (Champions).  Come 
enjoy coffee and socializing at 9:30 a.m.  Play starts promptly at 10:00 a.m.  Reservations are a must. Please 

call Shirley at 281-444-9298 or co-hostess Joan Gould at 281-580-6389 by Saturday, May 8, to give the hostesses 
enough time to find a substitute player if needed.  
Remember to bring a sandwich.  Salad and drinks will be provided.  Hope to see you at the tables! 

Member Social on Thursday, May 27 
+�oin us at 4:00 p.m. at Brix Wine Cellars in Vintage Park Shopping Center to meet new members and visit with 

members you haven’t seen in awhile.  Brix has a great happy hour featuring $5 wine, $5 flatbread, and $2 beer. 
They also have a selection of tea, soft drinks, and cappuccino.   

For more information and directions, call Membership Co-VP Laura Barousse at 281-880-7728. 
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Yaeger, who perished along with his wife 
and four daughters in the Holocaust. The 
Lost: A Search for Six of Six Million is a 
memoir of the author's obsessive five-year 
search to find what ultimately happened to 
them. It took trips to many different places 
around the world, including Israel and the 
Ukrainian town of Bolechow where his 
relatives lived. It was a chance encounter in 
a Polish village that finally unlocked the 
mystery surrounding his family's history.” 

www.reviewsofbooks.com  

&�he final discussion and luncheon 
before our summer break will be on 

Thursday, May 6, at the beautiful home of 
Pari Rosen, 2719 Southern Oaks Drive in 
Northgate Forest (281-893-6646).   
Coffee and conversation will begin at 
9:30 a.m.  At 10:00 a.m. Bonnie Flynn 
and Anais Watsky will lead the 
discussion of The Lost: A Search for Six 
of the Six Million by Daniel Mendelsohn. 
Our year-end luncheon will follow.   
“Daniel Mendelsohn grew up being told 
he looked like his great-uncle, Shmiel 

Brooks recreates the events in this village 
from the perspective of eighteen-year-old 
Anna Frith, a widow with two young 
sons. Anna works for the minister who con-
vinces his flock to isolate themselves from 
neighboring towns and villages to prevent 
the pestilence from spreading. Michael 
Mompellion, the minister, his saintly wife 
Elinor, and Anna are among those villagers 
whose lives are affected as they tend to the 
dying and the dead, as well as with violence 
and superstition. Reviews on Amazon.com 

"Brooks proves a gifted storyteller as she 
subtly reveals how ignorance, hatred, and 
mistrust can be as deadly as any virus”.  

People Magazine 

�� e will meet on Monday, May 24, 
at Café Express on FM 1960, next 

to Barnes & Noble in Champions  
Village. Come at 6:30 p.m. if you want 
to join us for dinner. The discussion 
starts at 7:00 p.m.   
We will be discussing the book Year of 
Wonders by Geraldine Brooks. Year 
of  Wonders describes the 17th-century 
plague that is carried from London to a 
small Derbyshire village by an itinerant 
tailor. For this historical novel,  Brooks 
researched the history of the actual lead-
mining village of Eyam and how 
its people dealt with the plague 
which impacted their lives. 

4����������������&��1�&��#���+-����
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&�he Interbranch meeting will be held on Saturday, May 1, at 10:00 a.m.  The topics will be the convention 
wrap-up and What's next for GHAIC.  The Greater Houston Area Interbranch Council consists of the following 

nine branches: Alvin, Fort Bend County, Houston, Huntsville, Montgomery County, North Harris County, Orange, 
and Southeast Harris County.  All branch members are invited to attend.  Join us!  Our next meeting will be in  
September. 
The meeting will be at theSpring Branch campus of Houston Community College, 1010 Sam Houston Parkway N. 
(at I-10 and Beltway 8).  The meeting will be held in the tutoring center of the library in the main building.  For a 
map, go to http://tinyur1.com/ddm4dh. 
Please call or email Val Sandham if you want to carpool.  We will meet at 9:00 a.m. at John Wesley UMC. If she 
does not hear from anyone, she will not go to John Wesley UMC before going to the meeting. 
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Newsletter Editor: 
Catherine Robichaux 

Email: catherine-aauw@swbell.net 

Articles are due on the 
2nd Thursday of each month 

View our newsletters in color through the AAUW Texas website:  www.aauwTexas.org 
North Harris County’s home page is: www.aauwTexas.org/branches/NorthHarrisCounty/index.html  

Return Address: 
NHC AAUW 
P.O. Box 12191 
Spring, TX 77391-2191 

North Harris County 
American Association  
of University Women 

www.aauw.org 

Mission Statement 
AAUW advances equity for women and girls 

through advocacy, education,  
philanthropy, and research. 

 

Diversity Statement 
In principle and practice, AAUW values and 

seeks a diverse membership.   
There shall be no barriers to full participation 
in this organization on the basis of gender, 

race, creed, age, sexual orientation,  
national origin, disability, or class. 

Our branch has been recognized by AAUW Texas  
for our outstanding accomplishments 

in all categories of the PEARL awards. 

��� �  Protect   ��� �  Educate   ��� �  Advocate   ��� �  Research   ��� �  Lead 

7������0-�����������!��/�"�������(���%��� 	�&�
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�� ey, cowgirls, grab your Stetsons & join us Friday, May 21, for a journey through 100+ years of Texas history 
at the George Ranch Historical Park, 480-acres of living history in the center of a 23,000-acre working ranch 

in Richmond. Costumed interpreters welcome visitors to three remarkable time periods: 1) an 1890s chuckwagon 
and line camp, 2) a blacksmith shop and Victorian mansion, and 3) a 1930s ranch. The land passed from mother to 
daughter for four generations.  
The last family members to own and operate the property were Mamie and A.P. George.  Because their only son 
died of cholera as a child and they had no heirs, they created the George Foundation with the goal of managing their 
estate to the benefit of Fort Bend County (i.e. funding local libraries, the YMCA, Polly Ryon Hospital, and a large 
portion of the observatory at Brazos Bend State Park).  
If you plan to attend, contact Dianne Sharr at 281-397-0688 or ngatefrst@aol.com.  
8:45 – Meet in the Kroger parking lot, corner of Champion Forest Dr. & Cypresswood Dr. (near Compass Bank) 
9:00 – Round ‘em up and head ‘em out. Admission: $9 for adults, $8 for seniors 62+, and $5 for children ages 5-15 
Lunch afterwards will be at The Flying Pig in downtown historic Richmond. 


