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All Members_— Come to Our Annual 1
Saturday, September 11, 2010 — 10:30 a.m. Branch Kickoff Brunch;
, . .. Fourth Annual Klein Forest Sophomore
St. Dunstan’s Episcopal Church, 14301 Stuebneinirl Summit
t's all aboutfriends,fun, andfestive food. This event of the North | Upcoming Events; 2
Harris County branch is especially for all membrsick off a new | A PerfectTime for New Members
year of fellowship activities. It is a great opfumity to visit friends after President's Message; . 3
our summer break, renew old acquaintances, and megefriends. This is | Mark rour Calendarfor Our Next Social
our September branch member event. —
Fundraising Madness 4
You are more than welcome to invfigends to join us for thifestive occa- oW ieron Corner Hal the ok .
. s e e s . e Won! Mercy Corps’ Half the
sion to learn about AAUW and our branch’s excitamivities and special Conestt 0P Y
interest groups. Guests who decide to join ounditaas new members at | Knowledge Is Power? Maybe!
the end of _this e_zvent WiII_get a discou_n_t on ttokies for th_e 2_010 — 2011 | interest Groups 6-7
year and will be included in the new edition of ouembership directory.
Interbranch 8

Branch members are asked to bring a food contdbutr the brunch, such
as casserole dishes, salads, cheese/fruit tray®hooursedesserts. Please _°
contact Betsy Calabro, Membership Co-VP, by Sepéerilto let her know
what type of dish you will bring. Call Betsy at12876-5960 or email her at
eccalabro@yahoo.canAlso, please let Betsy know if you can help vk

Friday setup, Saturday setup or cleanup. President Kati Woodward

This event will be in the parish hall of St. DumssaEpiscopal Church, Programs VP Roxie Tyler

which is located at 14301 Stuebner Airline, ond-hale north of FM 1960. Membership Co-VP EE)etSIy Ca{ﬁlb&q

ariene veitri

New members are essential to our branch’s success.will soon receive Educational Foundation Open
a very nice invitation that you can use to inviterids to join us at this Program VP

event. It will be an attachment to an email thiitlve easy to print. Treasurer Sue Ann Lurcott

Secretary Patricia Torgersen

Past President Mary Gubert

Wednesday, October 6, 2010

his year's sophomore summit will start Wednesday, October, &t Klein Forest High School. The event will

have the separate boy and girl motivational sessibat were so successful last year. We've stepipethe
“Wow!” factor for the last session of the day. T$tedents will be assisted in performing a STEMéd&ce, Technol-
ogy, Engineering, Mathematics) experiment wherg thié sample their own DNA and view it in a glas¥e will need
lots of volunteers to assist the students withetkgeriment. Volunteers can also participate inekygeriment and view
their DNA too! Our local Girl Scout office is spbaading this session for us and also bringingdmen scientists to
tell the girls about their careers.

This is our fourth annual summit at Klein ForesgiiiSchool. The summit is one reason we have deeers aca-
demic and motivational improvements through mamlycators of school success at KFHS and C. Theddchkoeived
a grant from The College Board (produces the SAif)the summit was included in the application, so know it has
credibility. We are helping raise the graduatiate r@nd helping build a future for our kids!  (continued on page 4)

Ei Dues for 2010-2011 are overdue. Contact Sue Ann Lur cott at 281—537—5194!2 T




RSVP— See article for contact information

lUpcoming Events

- Sep 2, Thr
- Sep 9, Thr

- Sep 9, Thr
- Sep 10, Fri

- Sep 11, Sat
- Sep 14, Tue
- Sep 21, Tue

- Sep 25, Sat
- Sep 27, Mon
- Oct 6, Wed

- Oct, TBA

- Oct 16, Sat

- Jan, TBA
- Jan 29, Sat
- June 16-19

Daytime Literature: 9:30 a.m. Both groups will meet at the homelmnna Ohlson. See page 7.

The World Today 1:30 p.m. at the home of Celeste Satlease call Celeste if you will or will
not be able to attend.See details on page 6.

Board Meeting 7:00 p.m. at the Barbara Bush Library.

Original Gourmet: 10:30 a.m. at the home of Anne Grace for a lunchdanattend, send $5 to
Anne by September 6 and call her about bringing dish. See details on page 6.

Annual Branch Kickoff Brunch:10:30 a.m. at St. Dunstan’s Episcopal ChuRtbase contact
Betsy Calabro if you plan to attend. See the feature article on page 1 for the refteoétory.

Daytime Bridge9:30 a.m. at the home of Barbara Hirtgall Barbara by Sep 11 to make your
reservation to play. See article on page 6.

Travelmanial:00 p.m. at the home of Chris EllBlease contact Chris if you plan to attend.
See page 6 for details.

Just the Facts Ma’antt0:00 a.m. at the home of Donna Ohlson. See dataipage 7.
Prime Time Literature: 7:00 p.m. at Café Express in Champions Villagee [$&ge 7.

Klein Forest High School Sophomore Sumiti Volunteers need to be at the school by 7:30 a.m.
Contact Kati Woodward to volunteer for this aliydavent. See article on pages 1 and 4.

Member Social: 4:00 p.m. at Brix Wine Cellars. The date was mbtas the time of the publication
of this Nutshell issue. See article on page 3.

Interbranch—Demonstration of AAUW’s Menbership Payment Program:10:00 a.m. at the
Kendall Neighborhood Library. Call Val Sandhanoabcarpooling. See article on page 8.

Mark your 2011 calendar for the following events:
Cy Falls High School Sophomore SummitSee the Klein Forest article at the bottom of page

Interbranch Luncheon:11:00 a.m. hosted by the Southeast Harris Courdpdh. Location TBA.

2011 AAUW National Convention: Breakin@ hrough Barriers — Advocating for Change:
at the Renaissance Hotel in Washington, D.C. ¢&feshowcase our state or branch programs at

the convention by applying forBreaking Through Barrieraward)

A Perfect Time for New Members ~ $57.50 for 2010 - 2011 Membership
ow is a great time to invite your friends to joilAAW. New members pay a reduced rate of $57.50 for
membership through June 30, 2011. You can inkigentto join us at ouAnnual Branch Kickofbrunch of

at any monthly member meeting.

A

Barbara Alcamo Fax: (281) 257-5440
Broker Associate E-mail: Barbara@BarbaraAlcamo.com
The Realtor You're Glad You Chose Website: www.BarbaraAlcamo.com

TN REMBX

Northwest

Each Office Independently Owned and Cpatated
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6401 Cypresswood Dr. Ste 100
Spring, TX 77379

Direct: (713) 825-1732
Office: (281) 893-8400 x164 (281) 376-9900
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President’'s Message o l

hose lazy, hazy days of summer are almost gonegusutranch has not been lazy over these hot, hdayd.
Lots has been happening!
Our Prime Time Lit book group won the Mercy Corpternational contest adalf the Sky You can read about
the exciting details in Rufi’s article on page 5.
We also won a $1,000 grant for the student lunghenew Cy Falls High School Sophomore Summit Wikt
be held in January 2011.

The board has approved our fundraising ideas whidhbe explained at our annual branch kickoff betinon
Saturday, September 11. It will be lots of fun godr opportunity to sign up for various study goewand events.
Bring lots of money because Betsy and Darlene aving a really special raffle — and you can't lose!

The Klein Forest Summit is on October 6 and wittlide an interesting DNA experiment instead of fdrhion
show, so sign up to volunteer and find out aboutr ymvn DNA too.

We still have two openings on the board, for Edocat-oundation Program vice-president and Community
Outreach chairperson. If you are interested in isgrvplease email me at my new email address:
KatiWoodwardaauw@aol.comWe’'d love your input! | look forward to seeiygu at our branch kickoff brunch
and hearing about your summer activities and ifteagur branch. See you there!
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ur next member social will be in October at Brixii&iCellars. An email will be sent out when a dats &
been set. This year our socials may move to tis¢ Tihursday of the month, but there is a conflicti
October. During Brix’s happy hour, you can chofisen $5 glasses of wine or $2 draft beers, plushiepy ¥
hour small bites menu. Brix is located at 110 ¥g# Park Blvd., Suite T, in Vintage Park, whicbﬁstouettaﬁ
Road. For more information and directions, callinibership Co-VP Betsy Calabro at 281-376-5960 "
“Wine” down with us! <
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General & Cosmetic Dentistry
6605 CypresswoodSuite 275 Spring, Texas 77379
281-370-6600
garysimmonsdds@yahoo.com
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know the title caught your attention and | hope yead the entire article before making judgmdnthopes of

having a successful fundraising year and keepiag &imple as possible, the fundraising committepgsed and
the board agreed to a fundraiser in October foltbiwe a celebration at the home of Betsy and Cadlfta, and then
a second fundraising event in February.

According to the Educational Fund treasurer, SusdviathePhantom Adventure Touour second phantom tour
fundraiser led by Patricia Fraske and Mary Kimbalgs a great success in 2009. After 34 years pfaonual
Holiday Home TourPatricia and Mary led us down a profitable newhpahrough direct contributions, donations,
matching gifts, and grants for volunteer hours, members raised $2,425 for national fellowships setwblarships,
$2,375 for the Lone Star College Foundation forotafships, and $8,886 for public school and commyugiants.
Betsy and Carl Calabro hosted a spectacular cdiebrparty and silent auction in their lovely homeNovember
2009 to thank our generous donors.

Our phantom tours have served us well for two yearswe know that the large majority of the direontributions
collected were furnished by the members. We reedigt to involve the community more. The fundraisoognmittee
would like to have a luncheon in February honotimge local women who have given so much to makghiNdarris

County the place to live. These women would nst pe career women, but women that have offereat gegvice to
our community. Hopefully, family and friends ofete women, as well as others who have benefited thee

women’s efforts, will want to be a part of thise®lation — thus, bringing in more monetary contitms from the
community. Because we are unable to predict tbétability of this luncheon — how much money wellWiave

after expenses — we thought using a fantasy toerast year would provide us with additional motegive to re-
cipients of our educational fund. It will also allais time to evaluate how successful this typaun€heon would be
in our community.

Our fantasy tour in October will be followed with celebration party at the home of Betsy and Cailhi@a.
Remember, what a fun time we had last year. Mdmbagll has come up with another wonderful suggesta a
non-trip. Sue Mason, Mary Kimball, and Betsy @ateare working to perfect the invitation for yau-+

We will need the help and support of the memberdtip it will be your choice as to your total cabtition. You
may want to support each fundraiser with one hajfooir total contribution or you may want all oftit go to just one
of the fundraisers or you may feel committed tchborthis is your decision, but we will need youpgart.

Macy’s has provided another opportunity to add tw 601(c)(3) educational fund. Macy's has given 209
certificates, worth $5.00 each. As a member enftiof a member you can purchase as many of tieestcates as
you want. They will be available for purchasehetAnnual Member Kickofirunch, where they will also serve as the
raffle tickets, which you will keep. On Octoberth§ou can use your certificates as cash to shdfaay’s (there are
restrictions on cosmetics, jewelry, and some desg)n It's a great win-win situation for all of. 200 certificates x
$5 = $1000 for our education fund). This opportymitll cost you nothing if you shop at Macy’s ontOler 16th.

Please contact me if you would like to buy some W85 certificates, but are unable to attendAheaual Member
Kickoff brunch.

(continued from page 1) Fourth Annual Klein Forest Sophomore Summit

For our keynote speaker, we have put in an apicdor a female astronaut who went up into spaith three
other women last spring. Be sure to sign up tamaer at the branch brunch on September 11. ufwon’t be
there, have a friend sign up for you, or email tneanew, official email addreskKatiWwoodwardaauw@aol.com.

This sophomore summit has been so successful thdtawve been asked, and agreed, to work with Cypiaks
(Cy Falls) High School to put together an eventamized to best help their students and schools @&y will be
in January 2011. The date has not been set, Bub&viannounced through thdutshel] email and all member
activities. You will have many opportunities tolwoteer!
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We Won! Mercy Corps’ Half the Sky Contest! l

he following is part of the email sent to Rufi Najan by Minda Seibert, Senior Community Fundray<dfficer
of Mercy Corps.
Dearest Rufi, Big congratulations!

“The Prime Time Literature Group’s efforts stood rem those of 580 book clubs around the worlthagng the most
impressive record of advocacy, fundraising andgmeistransformation. Through your outreach eveadspcacy, the
media coverage you managed to generate and yodigiging, what you and your group accomplished amazingly
impressive and undeniably deserving of top prizeu ¥hould all be very proud of your accomplishmemid the impact
you have had and will continue to have on the lInvlewomen and families around the world and in yoammunity.”

The following are a few excepts from the 6 pageidh@nt sent to Mercy Corp from the Prime Time L@@ Group.

Prime Time Literature Group members made presemntatio: members of our AAUW North Harris Countyrirh, at
least 12 other local book clubs; Klein ISD board &mundation members; student groups from Schintfdwermedi-
ate School, Wunderlich Intermediate School, Dobrtermediate School; Klein High School, Lone Statl€ge; a local
Rotary group; community members attending a putgtiBarnes & Noble event with Bapsi Sidhwa; andemor

ReadingHalf the Skyprofoundly changed our members’ lives and createppde effect as well. We purchasedlf the
Skyfor the other women in our lives, and asked thalytdonate the books to their local libraries afeexding them.
One book went to an educator wikeach for American Colorado who set up four diversity book clubs dals. Once
we heard this story, we knew our efforts were hgudrfar reaching impact and will continue to do so.

We overcame obstacles with perseverance. We fetlowp on our talks with emails and phone calls. Sones, we
spoon fed the stories with drafts and picturedeodditors of local papers. We called and askegdblicity when the
media didn’t choose to cover our efforts on thenoFormal publicity included interviews and cowgpgavithHouston
Chronicle MercyReportmagazine,The Huffington PostThe Cypress Timg® local newspaper))litimate Cy-Fair(a
local magazine)The Chronicle of PhilanthropyKPFT-FM (a Houston public radio station), andtte April 2010
AAUW Texas State Convention.

The contest prize: A visit from Half the Sky autheilick Kristof and Sheryl WuDunn  to the winning book club!

Knowledge Is Power? Maybe!

nowledge for the sake of knowledge may be a laedgisin of self enrichment, but until knowledge el upon
in some manner, it has little or no power. Consibe following.

AAUW recently sent out a policy statement on thbjesct of Social Security. The statement noted khstt February
President Obama created the National CommissioRisgal Responsibility and Reform to put America ‘thie path
towards fiscal reform and financial responsibilityAAUW has expressed a concern that members obtpartisan
commission may use the commission to view cutoteb Security benefits as a potential way to betdeficit.
Opposing such an outcome, AAUW points out that 8oBecurity “legally can’t borrow money to pay bétseand
therefore does not contribute to the federal deficiWhile acknowledging that fiscal discipline ieeded, AAUW fur-
ther states that the Social Security program “culyeéhas a surplus of over $2.5 trillion and is esfed to be able to pay
full benefits for another quarter of a century’hefefore, AAUW maintains, Congress has “ample timmake adjust-
ments to future benefits through the normal legistgprocess.”

The commission will not be making its recommendatito Congress until December 1. AAUW fears thatrecom-

mendations could “fast-track cuts to Social Seguiitcluding reducing monthly benefits, privatiziagcounts, or rais-

ing the retirement age,” in the name of fiscal cesbility.

Whether the foregoing body of knowledge remains @mother social commentary or becomes a sourp@weér de-

pends on what you do next.

AAUW has called upon members to tell the commissfat, in these tough economic times, safety-negniams such

as Social Security need to be protected and explaant not cut. AAUW has also made it very easyagust that. Go

to www.capwiz.com/aauw/homescroll down; click onTake Actionand AAUW’s Two-Minute Activist will provide

assistance in composing an email or printed |édtéine commission.
Sourcehttp://capwiz.com/aauw/issues/?style=[lick on theProtect Social Securitynk

Remember, just being informed is not enough. Adsimecessary to empower knowledge.

( (
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lOrlglnal Gourmet $% +++ Yo+ % " o

O/ e will meet Friday, September 1& 10:30 a.m. foA Cool LuncheonThe meeting will be at home of Anne
O Grace, 13815 Hambleton (Huntwick). We will havehart business meeting and then lunch. Everyot is
bring a cold, soup, salad, or dessert. Pleadetdtnow what you are bringing.

Also, you will need to send Anne a check for $5 enadt to AAUW Original Gourmet to be received Mypnday,
September.6There will be no reimbursements as we need mtmesplenish our treasury.

. . . I 0)# -1 T
Daytime Bridge > 28% & & . /' |

n Tuesday, September,Me will meet in the home of Barbara Hine, 970&@bions Cove Drive (Estates at

Windrush). Come enjoy coffee and socializing &09a.m. Play starts promptly at 10:00 a.m. Pleade
Barbara at 281-376-3365 or co-hostess Millie Jad281-251-314My Saturday, September 1tb reserve a place
at the tables. This courtesy is very helpful fa hostesses.

Please bring a sandwich for lunch. Drinks and salifibe provided. Hope to see you at the tables!

" *H# g
The World Today )$% ++ &&&W Y, #

n Thursday, September Qur topic will belmmigration — Borders, Birthright, ReformWe will be discussing

pros and cons of solutions to this problem. Bianiicles and gather the facts and possible solsitiafthere
will we find the funds? Previously we have talleubut education of illegal immigrants and the aggion of the
Dream Act This discussion will tackle the whole problem.

We will meet 1:30 p.m. at the home of Celeste $4#06 Tucumcari Drive, Houston 77090, who willlbading
the discussion. Please let Celeste know if yolilw@lcoming - yes or no. Her contact informatisrin the header
of this article.

We welcome new members to join us for lively intenages on current topics chosen by the group.

) 0. 34 ""#
. $% & & ) bl
Travelmania $% % & . 3%
Taste of Croatia % hy visit Croatia? Because for centuries its stagridalmatian Coast has

been the alluring “Riviera” for Eastern Europe...Besa despite earth-
guakes and wars, its cities and villages showdasesttire scope of Western
architecture...Because behind the welcoming facdts gieople lies a story too
poignant to be revealed in full. By land and bg,seome with us to several
regions of Croatia, to the bustling cities of Zdgesnd Split, and to Dubrovnik,
“Pearl of the Adriatic.” Mary Kimball, digital mircamera in hand, has arrived
home and selected shots taken during a brief tbwough Croatia. She
promises no encyclopedic account of this brave wewntry, but simply a
“Taste of Croatia.”

We'll meet at the home of Chris Ellet, 13611 Cygr®ond Road (Lakewood
Oaks Estates) omuesday, September,24dt 1:00 p.m. for coffee and 1:30 p.m. for thegpam. If you plan to
attend, please call Chris at 281-655-7255 or ehmailt ChrisEllet@yahoo.com.

T Page 6 Nutshell
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* oin us onThursday, September for a O et “Thomas Jefferson often described his
joint meeting of the nevBlue Group - e ——= slaves at Monticello as ‘my family.’
and Pink Group at the home of Donna Annette Gordon-Reed has taken that
Ohlson, 5910 Winged Foot Drive ir description seriously. Surely more seriously
Champions (281-537-6051). Come t=———— than Jefferson ever intended! The result,
socialize at 9:30 a.m. The review wil: the story of the Hemings family, is the most
start at 10:00 a.m. comprehensive account of one slave family

Joan Gould will lead the discussionTdfe ever written. It is not a pretty Story, but it is
Hemingses of Monticelloby Annette poignant beyond belief.”

Gordon-Reed. This is a story of th= Joseph J. Ellis, author of American Sphinx
Hemingses, an American slave famil
whose close blood ties to Presiderg
Jefferson had been left out of Americo ==
history until very recently.

NATIONAL BOOK AWARD WINNER

More socializing will follow the meeting
during lunch at a restaurant for those who
have time to join us.

1 8# 5 # 9 "#

Just the Facts, Ma'am $% & 7 o #

X ust the Facts, Ma’am is a nonfiction book groupe Wl meet onSaturday, September

25, 10:00 a.m., at the home of Donna Ohlson, 5910g&dnFoot Drive (Champions) for
coffee and discussion of the bobke Discovery of France: a Historical Geographyrfrohe
Revolution to the First World Wdry Graham Robb. All branch members are welcome to
join us. For more information, please contact Cro@lson.

“The Discovery of Francedraws its material not just from the usual arrdyscholarly
sources, but from the author’s own back-road egpilons on his bicycle. ‘This book,” Robb
notes, ‘is the result of 14,000 miles in the sadahe four years in the library.’...Robb
devotes some of his most impassioned pages todhentures of France’s earliest map-
makers: ‘those rare, brave souls who, in the dechesrling up to and following the revolu-
tion of 1789, risked life and limb to put half allioin obscure hamlets on the map’.”
nytimes.com - Caroline Weber

* 3 "#

Prime Time Literature $% +++ . # (

O/ e will meet onMonday, September 27,

O at Café Express on FM 1960, next to
Champions Village Barnes & Noble. Come at
6:30 p.m. if you want to join us for dinner. The
discussion starts at 7:00 p.m.  We will be dis-
cussing this year's winner of the Man Booker

most appealing...and, in his way, enlightened
--characters of the period." The Guardian

"Henry VIII's quest to make Anne Boleyn
his queen has inspired reams of historical
fiction, much of it trashy, most of it trite. Yet

Prize,WolfHall by Hilary Mantel.

"Wolf Hall succeeds on its own terms and then
some, both as a non-frothy historical novel and

as a display of Mantel's extraordinary talent.
Lyrically yet cleanly and tightly written, solidly
imagined yet filled with spooky resonances. Mantel
persuasively depicts Thomas Cromwell as one of the

Volume 39, Issue 1

from this seemingly shopworn material,
Hilary Mantel has created a novel, both fresh
and finely wrought: a brilliant portrait of a
society in the throes of disorienting change,
anchored by a penetrating character study of
Henry's formidable adviser, Thomas Cromwell."
Washington Post
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North Harris County Return Address:
: _— NHC AAUW
American Association P.O. Box 12191

of University Women Spring, TX 77391-2191

www.aauw.org

Mission Statement
AAUW advances equity for women and girls
through advocacy, education,
philanthropy, and research.

Diversity Statement
In principle and practice, AAUW values and
seeks a diverse membership.
There shall be no barriers to full participation
in this organization on the basis of gender,
race, creed, age, sexual orientation,
national origin, disability, or class.

Newsletter Editor: ""\D Our branch was recognized at the
Catherine Robichaux ; = 2010 AAUW Texas Convention

Email: catheri bell \ ~ for our outstanding accomplishments
mail: catherine-aauw@swbell.net V%:CS? in all categories of the PEARL award.
Articles are due on the

2nd Thursday of each month Protect Educate Advocate Research Lead

View our newsletters in color through the AAUW Bewabsite:www.aauwTexas.org
North Harris County’s home page isww.aauwTexas.org/branches/NorthHarrisCounty/indexatmi

;) # < #=4 >
Interbranch $% + 3 2% ' #

he Greater Houston Area Interbranch Council (GHAWG)N continue to provide an opportunity for all

AAUW members throughout the greater Houston areshtoe their ideas and interest in AAUW issues and
goals. Atthe May 2010 meeting it was decidecetiuce the number of meetings to three, includiedriterbranch
luncheon. All AAUW members are invited and encoachto attend these meetings.

Mark the following dates on your calendar:
Saturday, October 16, 2010, 10:00 a.m. — Demornstraf AAUW’'s Membership Payment Program (MPP)
Saturday, January 29, 2011, 11:00 a.m. — Interbrénocheon, hosted by the Southeast Harris Courapdh
Saturday, May 14, 2011, 10:00 a.m. — Officer Tnagni
The meeting orBaturday, October 16, at 10:00 a,mwill be in the 3rd floor conference room of therdall
Neighborhood Library, 609 Eldridge Parkway. Thernd be a demonstration of AAUW's online Membership
Payment Program (MPP), which allows branches aaddbr members to pay their dues online through theW
membership database. The Houston Branch has tome past two years and West Harris may be tritiigis
year. Margo Johnson, the Secretary/Treasurer ostdauArea Interbranch will be showing a demo sorhéhe
features on the library's big screen TV.

Please call or email Val Sandham if you want tgoal to the October 16 meeting. We will meet &0%.m. at
John Wesley United Methodist Church. Val’s contafitrmation is in the heading of this article.
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