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AAUW advance equity for all women and girls through advocacy, education and research. In principle and in practice, AAUW values and seeks a diverse membership. There shall be no barriers to full participation in this organization on the basis of gender, race, creed, age, sexual orientation, national origin, or disability.
Mark Your Calendars!
December 31, 2007: 
Deadline for turning in Educational Foundation and Legal Advocacy Fund contributions 
February 1, 2008: 
Deadline for Women of Distinction nomination packets
February 22, 2008:
Deadline for abstracts for research posters
April 25 – 27, 2008: 
AAUW TX Convention, Dallas, TX 
From the President, Linda Conger, lbconger@earthlink.net:
The focus of this issue of the link is the 2008 AAUW TX Convention: this is the most important Convention of our history as we will be celebrating the 100th anniversary of AAUW in Texas! An enormous amount of time and energy has already gone into the planning and preparation for what, we believe, will be the best Convention EVER! The Convention Planning Committee, in conjunction with the Local Arrangements Committee, has put together a wonderful program in a beautiful facility – and they have kept the cost amazingly low: the rooms are $95/night for a double and $125 covers the cost of registration materials, the Friday night reception, lunch AND dinner on Saturday, and a deluxe breakfast buffet on Sunday.
Because this is such an important event, we are asking several things of branches and branch members:

1. I’ve attached a Convention flier; distribute to your branch members and encourage them to distribute to their families and friends as well as to supportive business and organizations in your branch area;

2. We have some wonderful items donated for LAF and EF raffles: a handmade quilt for LAF and 2 roundtrip tickets on Southwest Airlines for EF. Attached are tickets for both raffles. Please make lots of copies and sell as many tickets as you can – friends, family, neighbors, service providers – as both items have wide appeal. Tickets are $5 each or 5 tickets for $20. Your branch will get credit for all the tickets you sell.

3. Submit applications for the “Women of Distinction” award. These are women in your branch area (alive or dead, AAUW member or not) who have made significant contributions to the advancement of women in Texas. We think our 100th Anniversary celebration would be the perfect time to recognize these women. The “nomination” packet is attached.
4. Make plans to come to the Convention: you can make your room reservations at http://www.hilton.com/en/hi/groups/personalized/DFWLTHH-AAU-20080424/index.jhtml
5. Encourage your branch members to attend the Convention.

6. Invite your friends and family members to attend the Convention.

I look forward to seeing all of you in Dallas, April 25 – 27, at the Dallas Hilton Lincoln Centre! 

From the Program Vice President, Lane Powell, lanepowell@suddenlink.net:
A research poster session highlighting graduate research projects has been added to the Convention features this year.  Dr. Laura Calkins, Director of Women’s Studies at Texas Tech is chairing the Research Review committee.  A copy of the Call for Proposals is available on the AAUW-Texas website.  AAUW members who are associated with colleges or universities are encouraged to pass along the Call for Proposals to their colleagues and graduate students. 

Contributions in any field of interest to AAUW (www.aauw.org) are welcomed. The Research Review Committee will be particularly interested in proposals that reflect women's cultural diversity; that explore women's historical experiences, including obstacles and achievements; that depict issue-oriented activism by women; that present data or studies on gender equity issues, including but not limited to those arising in publicly funded programs and at educational institutions; and that discuss educational initiatives and programs for women at all levels, including those in the science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) fields.  The deadline for submission of abstracts is February 22, 2008.

***************************************************************************************************************************************

IMPORTANT NOTE: Miriam Tormollan has resigned as the AAUW TX Administrator and the AAUW TX Board voted to not replace her. Therefore you can take the AAUW TX Administrator off the mailing list for your branch newsletter. Send dues information to AAUW TX Finance Officer, Margaret K. Bentley, 1420 Daventry Dr., DeSoto, TX 75115.

***************************************************************************************************************************************
From the Legal Advocacy Fund Vice President, Marietta Hostak, mhostak@sbcglobal.net:
After the first of the year Washington will be sending me a printout of the 2007 branch donations to LAF.  I will contact all of the branches to verify their donations.  Please check them carefully and reply promptly to me so that any corrections can be made.  

An almost effortless way to raise money for LAF this year will be by selling raffle tickets for the American Heritage Quilt.  (See article from the president.)  Money raised by your branch and brought along with the tickets to the state convention will be credited to your branch donations for 2008.  (Checks should be made out to Legal Advocacy Fund.)

I hope to see you all in Dallas, April 25-27.  We will have a gala time at the LAF dinner Saturday night, hearing a LAF plaintiff speak, honoring 100 Outstanding Women of Texas, and celebrating Dallas and San Antonio’s 100th anniversary.

From the International Affairs Officer, Karen McKibben Morris, karen.mckibben@gmail.com:
Education Opens A World of Opportunity Literacy, informal adult education, formal education – whatever you call it, it empowers people, opens up a whole world of possibilities never thought of before by the poor, women, and girl children. An educated girl grows up to be an educated woman, one who develops self confidence and associates with other women like herself. She gains access to many opportunities she never had before – increasing her income and investing, developing managerial skills and entrepreneurial abilities, and ownership of resources (whether money, land, property, a business, or investments) – which increases her autonomy. She gains respect in her family, becomes an important decision maker in her community, and thereby a very important citizen and a model for all women. In a male dominated society with traditions of limiting the opportunities of women, education has been a human right that has been denied women for a very long time. With attainment of her full humanity, a woman is more likely to earn economic security for herself and her family. Below I have highlighted some recommendations for branch programming from the association website and some suggested questions for a discussion group.  

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR BRANCH PROGRAMMING
1. Develop an interest group to study global aspects of women and children’s education.

· Branches with easy contact with students, especially international students and AAUW International Fellows, can study those countries with the added benefit of a live resource with direct expertise.

· U.S.-based organizations of immigrants have programs as well.

2. Draw on the programs of other local or national women’s organizations and explore possibilities of connections in study and action. Ready-made study materials and tool kits are available online.

3. Celebrate International Women’s Day with international people in the community with the purpose of celebrating as well as educating each other about women and girls and their issues.

4. Engage in internet advocacy by taking part in campaigns sponsored by AAUW and other organizations.

5. Organize events with neighboring AAUW branches. Invite women of other cultures and ethnicities as speakers to educate and inform members.

6. Consider international travel for your next vacation -- especially with a group of other AAUW members. One tour to explore is the Reality Tours sponsored by Global Exchange. Suggest this as a spring break option for students.

7. For the adventuresome, explore options for working and volunteering internationally: WorldTeach, Cross-Cultural Solutions.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
1. Discuss the relationship between education and economic security for women.

2. Discuss some viable strategies that would empower women, especially in developing countries.

3. What do we mean by a holistic approach to women’s education in the context of the education of women and children in developing countries?

4. Discuss how AAUW can be a catalyst for the attainment of the millennium goals of education and gender equity. Be specific for programming and consider collaboration with others.

5. Discuss the implications of “thinking globally, acting locally.”
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