Convention Workshops Focus on “Investing in our Future”

In keeping with the 2008 Biennial Convention theme, “Celebrating 100 years in Texas and Investing in the Future,” convention workshops will focus on several aspects of future investment for the advancement of women.  Each convention registrant will have three workshop choices for the Saturday and Sunday programs.  The workshops will follow five different aspects of “investment in the future” of women and the AAUW TX organization: 


 Leader Development


 Economic Security and Opportunity



 Equity in the Workplace


 Educational Success and Opportunity


 Sisters of the World (the International and Diversity aspect).

Leader Development options will include an Orientation session for new officers; a session on Building Membership, and a session on Mental Health Promotion in Colleges and Community.  The last topic is a result of a new partnership with the Texas Suicide Prevention Council which seeks to educate the public about the high incidence of depression and suicide among women and particularly college women. “By learning the signs of depression and suicidal thoughts, women can better assist one another in finding pathways to health and happiness,” explained program vice president Lane Powell.  “We strongly urge every college and university in Texas to send a representative to this session.” 

The Education Success and Opportunity sessions will include a review of successful AAUW association-sponsored programs, led by Jackie Littleton, a member of AAUW Texas and the Association Board.  She will discuss ways the National Girls’ Collaborative and the National Conference for College Women Student Leaders (NCCWSL) can be sponsored and supported in your community.  A new feature-- a research poster session-- will highlight the graduate student research in women’s issues that is currently occurring in universities in Texas and surrounding states.  Student authors of the posters will be present on Sunday, April 27, to discuss their findings with participants.

For the Economic Success and Opportunity track of sessions, Dr. Deena Katz, internationally recognized financial advisor and a member of the Personal Financial Planning department at Texas Tech University will offer pointers on Maximizing your Resources.  Dr. Katz is author of six books on financial planning and practice and has been named repeatedly as one of Accounting Today’s Top Ten Names to Know in Financial Planning.”  A second session targeting Financial Exploitation of the Elderly will be presented by Shannon Cox, Private Investigator with the Probate Law section of the Dallas Area Paralegal Association.  Ms. Cox has handled some high-profile cases of exploitation and will advise women on how to avoid such financial hazards.  A third session led by Dr. Maxine Hammonds-Smith, university professor, author and entrepreneur, will give tips on how to start a successful business.  Dr. Hammonds, who lives and teaches in the Houston area, is currently national president of the National Council on Family Relations.  

In keeping with the ongoing emphasis of AAUW on Equity in the Workplace and recognizing that “Equal Pay Day” is also in April, a panel discussion on Equity issues will be offered during the Saturday afternoon workshop sessions.  Malinda Gaul, San Antonio attorney and former state president of AAUW, will share the podium with Kathy Miller and Judge Lynn Cherry.  Miller, President of the Texas Freedom Network, keeps a close watch on state legislative issues that affect women’s rights.  Cherry, who has had a private practice in Family Law since 1986, was elected Judge of the 301st Family District Court in November 2006.  She is completing her first year in this position.

The fifth track of workshops focuses on Sisters of the World, and will offer unique and personal glimpses into the lives and challenges facing women of color and of diverse cultures.  


A panel addressing issues of women and girls in Texas will feature Dr. Alice Black, Dr. Laura Gonzalez and Ms. Regina Montoya.  Dr. Black is executive principal of the Yvonne A. Ewell Townview campus in Dallas which is home to two national award-winning high achievement schools.  Many of the students are from minority or disadvantaged neighborhoods. They find their accomplishments and test scores rising dramatically in this unique school situation.  Dr. Laura Gonzalez is Director and Founder of the Cliff Center for Community Studies.  An anthropologist by training, Dr. Gonzalez has a passion for serving people and helping them through personal mentor and connections to community resources.  She is also a professor at the University of Texas at Dallas in social sciences and has also served as an advisor to the Government of Mexico for Mexican communities in North Texas. Regina Montoya, Chief Executive Officer of New America Alliance, directs the organization’s strategic plans for advancing the Latino community through economic and political empowerment.  Prior to joining NAA, Montoya was Founder and President of WORKRules, a Texas-based workforce training and media-relations based company.  She is also an attorney and has served in the White House as Assistant to the President (1993) and Director of the Office of Intergovernmental Affairs.


A second session of this track will feature Dr. Hind Jarrah, a founding member and current President of the Texas Muslim Women’s Foundation.  A native of Beirut, Lebanon, Jarrah has a PhD in pharmacology from the University of Texas Health Sciences Center in Dallas. Dr. Jarrah is highly regarded as a speaker on the topic of Issues Muslim Women Face, and she has worked to correct misconceptions that build bonds of friendship and understanding between cultures.  


A final session, to be offered Sunday morning, will be led by AAUW Texas International Relations chair Karen McKibben Morris.  She and others will review some of the successful international outreach programs promoted by AAUW, including the new partnership with CARE International and the Friendship tours which have brought Russian women visitors to several Texas communities. 

CONVENTION WORKSHOP CHOICES 
Saturday morning

___Leader Development for new Officers

___Financial exploitation of the elderly
___Maximizing your financial resources

___Investing in Sisters of the World, a panel on equity issues among culture groups
Saturday afternoon
___Myths and Truths about Long term Care

___Building Membership in your branch

___Promoting pay equity for woman and Equal Pay Day

___Being an AAUW member and a Muslim in Texas
Sunday morning
___Mental Health promotion in Colleges and Universities
___Opportunities for Entrepreneurship

___Sponsoring AAUW’s CARE Coalition and Friendship Tours

___AAUW Success Programs: National Girl’s Collaborative and NCCWSL
